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SUBJ: (RETRANSMITTAL) AFLOAT SAFETY ADVISORY 7-07 - GUIDANCE ON NAVSE A APPROVED SAFETY HARNESSES AND CLIMBER SAFETY SLEVE RECALL INT UNCLASSIFIED// UNCLASSIFIED// //N05100//

MSGID/GENADMIN/COMNAVSAFECEN/31/AUG//

SUBJ/COMNAVSAFECEN AFLOAT SAFETY ADVISORY 7-07 - GUIDANCE /ON NAVSEA APPROVED SAFETY HARNESSES AND CLIMBER SAFETY /SLEVE RECALL INTERIUM ALOFT PROCEDURES//

REF/A/DESC:DOC/COMNAVSEASYSCOM/291810ZSEP2006/-/NOTAL//

REF/B/DESC:DOC/NSWCCD-SSES 974/171205ZMAY2007/-/NOTAL//

REF/C/DESC:DOC/COMNAVSEASYSCOM/011211ZNOV2006/-/NOTAL//

NARR/REF A IS NAVY SAFETY HARNESS.  REF B IS ISEA 029-07, CLIMBER SAFETY SLEVE RECALL AND INTERIUM ALOFT PROCEDURES.

REF C IS UNAUTHORIZED NAVAL SAFETY HARNESS.// POC/CHARLES GUM/BMCS/UNIT:NAVSAFECEN SURFACE/NAME:NORFOLK /TEL:DSN 564-3520 X7123/EMAIL:CHARLES.GUM@NAVY.MIL//

GENTEXT/REMARKS/1.  RECENT SAFETY SURVEYS AND NUMEROUS AFLOAT FEEDBACK QUESTIONS HAVE REVEALED THAT MANY SHIPBOARD PERSONNEL UTILIZING SAFETY HARNESSES, DYNA BRAKES, AND CLIMBER SAFETY SLEEVES ARE UNAWARE COMNAVSEASYSCOM HAS APPROVED NEW SAFETY HARNESSES AND LANYARDS WITH PERMANENT NSN'S FROM DBI/SALA AND MSA FOR SURFACE SHIPS.  ADDITIONALLY, GUIDANCE HAS BEEN PUBLISHED THAT DIRECTS END USERS TO REMOVE UN-AUTHORIZED HARNESSES FROM SERVICE, AND ISSUES GUIDANCE ON RECALLED CLIMBER SAFETY SLEEVES AND THE INTERIUM PROCEDURES TO BE UTILIZED TO GO ALOFT DURING THE SAFETY SLEVE RECALL PERIOD.

2. REF A APPROVES THE FOLLOWING SAFETY HARNESS AND LANYARDS FOR USE ABOARD NAVAL SURFACE SHIPS ONLY:

    DBI/SALA SAFETY HARNESS, SIZE SMALL, MODEL 1100841

    NSN: 9B 4240-01-543-5503 COST:  APPROX. $110.

    DBI/SALA SAFETY HARNESS, SIZE MEDIUM, MODEL 1100840

    NSN: 9B 4240-01-543-5507 COST: APPROX $110.

    DBI/SALA SAFETY HARNESS, SIZE X-LARGE, MODEL 1100842

    NSN: 9B 4240-01-543-5520 COST: APPROX. $110.

    DBI/SALA SAFETY LANYARD, MODEL 1220406

    NSN: 9B 4240-01-543-5536 COST: APPROX. $70.

    MSA SAFETY HARNESS, SIZE: STANDARD, MODEL 10067411,

    NSN: 9B 4240-01-544-3376 COST: APPROX. $100.

    MSA SAFTEY HARNESS, SIZE: X-SMALL, MODEL 10067414,

    NSN: 9B 4240-01-544-7026 COST: APPROX. $100.

    MSA SAFETY HARNESS, SIZE X-LARGE, MODEL 10067415,

    NSN: 1HM0099-LL-H64-7611 COST: APPROX. $100.

    MSA SAFETY LANYARD, MODEL 10021671,

    NSN: 1HM0099-LL-H64-7612 COST: APPROX. $70.

3.  ACCORDING TO REF A, THE EXISTING SAFETY HARNESS (NSN

4240-01-421-0859) AND SAFETY LANYARD (NSN 4240-00-022-2521) ARE STILL ADEQUATE AND USERS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO REPLACE THEM.

HOWEVER, NEW REQUISITIONS SHOULD SPECIFY EITHER THE DBI/SALA OR THE MSA SAFETY HARNESSES SPECIFIED ABOVE.

HARNESSES AND LANYARDS SHOULD BE PROVIDED BY THE SAME MANUFACTURER.

ALLOWANCE EQUIPAGE LISTS 2-330023058, 2- 330023059, AND

2-330023062 HAVE BEEN UPDATED TO REFLECT THE NEW SAFETY HARNESSES AND LANYARDS.  MIP 6231/001 AND MRC 163TRTN WILL BE UPDATED. USE THE EXISTING MIP AND MRC UNTIL UPDATES ARE ACCOMPLISHED.

A SECTION ON SAFETY HARNESSES WILL BE ADDED TO NSTM CHAPTER 077.

4.  REF B ANNOUNCES A RECALL ON THE CURRENTLY UTILIZED CLIMBER SAFETY SLEEVES ON SURFACE SHIPS AND PROVIDES GUIDANCE ON THE PROCEDURES AND EQUIPMENT TO BE UTILIZED UNTIL THE CLIMBER SAFETY SLEEVES ARE REPLACED/REPAIRED.

SPECIFICALLY:  CLIMBER SAFETY SLEEVES UNDER CERTAIN FALL CONDITIONS MAY NOT PERFORM AS DESIGNED AND MAY ALLOW A CLIMBER TO FALL APPROXIMATELY SIX FEET.  THIS COULD CAUSE ADDITIONAL SAFETY EQUIPMENT FAILURES RESULTING IN SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH.  IN THIS SCENARIO, IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THE CLIMBER RAIL AND MOUNTING SYSTEM REMAINS INTACT IF A FALL OCCURS.  THE PRIMARY VENDORS, IDENTIFIED IN REF B, ARE INITIATING A RECALL EFFORT TO REPLACE EXISTING SLEEVES WITH A NEW DESIGN.

REPLACEMENT SLEEVES WILL BE NOT AVAILABLE UNTIL THE AUG-SEP

2007 TIMEFRAME.

PROCEDURES FOR RECALLING SLEEVES WILL BE PROVIDED VIA SEPCOR.

[COMNAVSURFOR 180104Z MAY (NOTAL) READDRESSES REF B TO ALNAVSURFOR AND ADDS, "UNTIL THAT TIME [AUG/SEP 2007], SHIPS SHALL PURCHASE SUFFICIENT 'Y' LANYARDS NEEDED TO PERFORM MAINTENANCE AND USE THEM WHEN WORKING ALOFT,"

AND "ALOFT PROGRAM MANAGERS ARE DIRECTED TO CONDUCT MAN ALOFT TRAINING."] 5.  REF B STATES:

    1.  "THE AFFECTED CLIMBER SAFETY SLEEVES ARE:

        "A.  NORTH SAFETY PRODUCTS (CAGE 0VTP4), SAF-T-LOC SLEEVE, PART NO. 602-100-001 AND 602-100-002, NSN 9B 5445- 00-915-3121.

REFER TO WEB SITE HTTP: WWW.SAF-T-CLIMB.COM.

        "B.  ANTENNA PRODUCTS CORP (CAGE 06032),

SCE-2 SLEEVE, PART NO. 1000-1672-401 AND 1000-0425-401, NSN 9B 4240-01-042-9688, REFER TO WEB SITE:

    HTTP:/ WWW.ANTENNAPRODUCTS.COM/TUBULAR.HTML.

THESE VENDORS' PRODUCTS REPRESENT THE MAJORITY OF CLIMBER SLEEVES USED IN THE FLEET.  IF OTHER VENDORS'

SLEEVES ARE BEING USED, THEY WILL ALSO EXHIBIT THE SAME DESIGN DEFICIENCY AND WILL BE SUBJECT TO RECALL.

    2.  "USE A "Y" SAFETY LANYARD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE AFFECTED CLIMBER SLEEVE UNTIL REPLACEMENT SLEEVES ARE AVAILABLE.

    3.  "THE USE OF "Y" LANYARDS WILL IMPEDE RATE OF CLIMBING.

CLIMBERS WILL BE REQUIRED TO LATCH AND UNLATCH ALTERNATE SNAP HOOKS EVERY TWO TO THREE LADDER TREADS.

CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED WHEN PERFORMING THIS LEAPFROGGING ACTION AS HANDS ARE NOT DEDICATED SOLELY TO THE ACT OF CLIMBING.

    4.  "UNTIL "Y" LANYARDS AND/OR REPLACEMENT SLEEVES ARE AVAILABLE, RECOMMEND LIMITING CLIMBING ALOFT TO ESSENTIAL PURPOSES ONLY.

    5.  "CLIMBERS SHALL EXERCISE THE FOLLOWING CAUTION WHEN ASCENDING OR DESCENDING A LADDER WITH A CLIMBER SAFETY RAIL:

        "A.  KEEP BODY AS VERTICAL AS POSSIBLE AND TIGHT AGAINST THE LADDER FACE.
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        "B.  HANDS SHALL BE FREE AND DEDICATED TO CLIMBING ONLY.

        "C.  ALL EQUIPMENT AND TOOLS SHALL BE HOISTED UP OR DOWN USING LANYARDS OR CARRIED IN BACKPACKS.

    6.  "SHIP'S FORCE SHALL PERFORM IMMEDIATE INSPECTION OF ALL CLIMBER SAFETY SLEEVE PER [(MRC) 6KUP ON MAINTENANCE INDEX PAGES

(MIPS) 6231/002 AND 6231/008].  PAY PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO CONDITION OF LOCKING PAWL.  ENSURE PAWL TIP IS NOT WORN OR CUPPED OVER.  ENSURE SPRINGS ARE OPERATIONAL AND LOCKING PAWL RETURNS FREELY TO THE CATCH POSITION WHEN PAWL IS RELEASED.  REMOVE ANY DISCREPANT SLEEVES FROM SERVICE AND RETAIN FOR TURN-IN DURING THE RECALL EFFORT.

    7.  "WHEN "Y" LANYARDS ARE AVAILABLE, PERFORM INSPECTION OF ALL LADDER CLIMBER SAFETY RAILS AND MOUNTING BRACKETS PER [MRC 8GPJ ON MIPS 6231/002 AND 6231/008].  PAY PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO THE MOUNTING HARDWARE.  ENSURE HARDWARE SECURING CLIMBER RAIL TO GUIDE CHANNEL AND CLIMBER RAIL TO STRUCTURAL MOUNTING BRACKETS ARE NOT LOOSE, MISSING OR BROKEN.  ENSURE LADDER RAIL NOTCHES ARE NOT DEFORMED, OR CLOGGED WITH DIRT/DEBRIS.  (NOTE: NOTCHES SHOULD BE

5/32 INCH DEEP WITH A SQUARE BOTTOM).  WHERE SECTIONS OF CLIMBER RAILS ARE SPLICED TOGETHER, NSURE A CONNECTING STRAP IS INSTALLED.  IF DISCREPANCIES ARE FOUND, REMOVE LADDER AND CLIMBER RAIL FROM SERVICE AND REPORT DISCREPANCIES TO THE WORK CENTER SUPERVISOR FOR CORRECTIVE ACTION.

    8.  "AUTHORIZED "Y" LANYARDS CAN BE PURCHASED FROM THE FOLLOWING VENDORS. COSTS RANGE FROM $75.00 TO $100.OO EACH.

        "A.  MSA PART NO. 10021673, LANYARD WITH DYNA BRAKE, TWIN LEG, TIE-BACK.  MSA CUSTOMER SERVICE REP POC:

KAREN LIMBERT AT (866) 672-1001, REQUEST EXT 3090. E-MAIL:

KAREN.LIMBERT@MSANET.COM.

        "B.  MSA PART NO. 10021661, LANYARD WITH DYNA BRAKE.

MSA CUSTOMER SERVICE REP POC: KAREN LIMBERT AT

(866) 672-1001, REQUEST EXT 3090.  E-MAIL:

KAREN.LIMBERT@MSANET.COM.

        "C.  DBI-SALA PART NO. 1220416, EZ STOP II SHOCK ABSORBING LANYARD.

DBI-SALA CUSTOMER SERVICE AT (800) 328-

6146 SELECTION #1. E-MAIL:  SOLUTIONS@CAPITALSAFETY.COM.

        "D.  NORTH SAFETY PRODUCTS PART NO. 732-201-076, SAF-T-Y-LANYARD. NORTH CUSTOMER SERVICE REP POC: TINA BHELA AT (416) 675-2810 EXT 313. E-MAIL:

TBHELA@NORTHSAFETY.CA.

    9.  "THIS ADVISORY HAS NO IMPACT TO INTEGRATED LOGISTICS SUPPORT

(ILS) PRODUCTS, AND WILL BE CANCELLED WHEN NEW DESIGN CLIMBER SAFETY SLEEVES HAVE BEEN INSTALLED."

5.  REF C ANNOUNCES THAT A SAFETY HARNESSES PROCURED UNDER NSN 4240-00-022-2522 POSES A SAFETY RISK AND DOES NOT MEET THE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS STATED IN OPNAVINST 5100.19E AND THE STANDARD SUBMARINE ORGANIZATION AND REGULATIONS MANUAL.  ADDITIONALLY, THE NON-COMPLIANT HARNESSES/NSN'S CAN BE FOUND ON NUMEROUS AEL'S LISTED IN REF C.  ALL NON-COMPLIANT SAFETY HARNESSES MUST BE REMOVED FROM SERVICE.

6.  RECOMMEND ALL SHIPS CONDUCT A COMPREHENSIVE INVENTORY OF ALL FALL-PROTECTION EQUIPMENT AND PURGE ANY NON- COMPLIANT EQUIPMENT FROM THE SHIP'S INVENTORY TO AVOID IT INADVERTENT USE.

SHIP-WIDE FALL PROTECTION TRAINING SHOULD BE PERFORMED AT THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY AND THEN ANNUALLY DURING A SAFETY STAND-DOWN.  RECOMMEND THAT ALL SHIPS MAINTAIN COPY OF THIS MESSAGE UNTIL CORRECTION OF ALL DEFICIENCIES.//
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