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for immediate release

Naval Safety Center Change of Command Ceremony

NORFOLK, Va., Aug. 15, 2003 – Rear Adm. Stephen A. Turcotte, USN, Commander of the Naval Safety Center, will turn over the helm to Rear Adm. Richard E. Brooks, USN, on Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2003.  The Change of Command Ceremony will be held at the Pennsylvania House at Norfolk Naval Station at 2:30 p.m.  The Honorable Connie DeWitte, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, will be the event’s guest speaker.

Turcotte has been dual-hatted since Aug. 13, when he assumed command of the Navy’s Mid-Atlantic Region, a five-state regional command that provides support to the Navy’s operating forces.  He received his first flag assignment as the 48th commander of the Naval Safety Center in January 2002.  While there, he served as a member of the Columbia Accident Investigation Board.  Turcotte also served as Deputy Commander, Joint Task Force Southwest Asia at Prince Sultan Air Base, Saudi Arabia from September to December 2002.  

As commander of the Naval Safety Center, Turcotte is responsible for services that support safety programs in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, as well as occupational safety and health. The Safety Center answers directly to Chief of Naval Operations and works closely with more than 4,200 Navy and Marine commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes.  Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, mishap analysis, and dissemination of information to the fleet.
Media members interested in covering the event are advised to contact the Naval Safety Center Public Affairs Office at 444-3520 ext. 7312 or 7313 no later than Tuesday, Aug. 19 at 11:00 a.m.
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