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NAVAL SAFETY CENTER COMMANDER JOINS SHUTTLE  INQUIRY TEAM
NORFOLK, Va., Feb. 3, 2003 –Rear Adm. Stephen Turcotte, commander of the Naval Safety Center is in Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana where he is part of the team investigating the loss of the space shuttle Columbia.

As commander of the Safety Center, Turcotte is a member of the Space Shuttle Mishap Interagency Investigation Board.  The Board was instituted by NASA as a result of the loss of space shuttle Challenger in 1986.  The Safety Center commander sits on the board as a subject- matter expert in mishap investigations.    

A seasoned and decorated naval aviator, Rear Adm. Turcotte became the Safety Center’s 48th commander in January 2002.  Most recently, Turcotte served as deputy commander on the Joint Task Force Southwest Asia in Fall 2002. 

Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, mishap analysis, and dissemination of information to the fleet. Based on investigation findings, the command recommends policies that will prevent further mishaps and loss of life. Commander Naval Safety Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, as well as occupational safety and health. The Safety Center answers directly to Chief of Naval Operations and works closely with more than 4,200 Navy and Marine commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes.
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