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 Navy’s Efforts to Prevent Off-Duty Mishaps Get Boost from Local Media

By Dan Steber, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs Office

NORFOLK, Va. – The Good Samaritan program, a community-based effort that seeks partnerships with the local communities and that aims to keep Sailors mishap-free when they are off-duty, received a major publicity boost when the Hampton Roads Radio Group’s weekend show interviewed RADM Dick Brooks, Commander, Naval Safety Center.

Appearing on “Hampton Roads Topics” just before the New Years holiday, RADM Brooks discussed the Navy’s efforts to reduce off-duty mishaps, especially those involving private motor vehicles.

Jim Long of the Hampton Roads Radio Group explained that the acronym SAMARITAN stands for “Sailors And Marines, Involved Towns and Neighborhoods.” Long said, “It’s a pleasure to help get out the word to Sailors and Marines in the area. I’m sure it’s a challenge to build on your existing programs and training to improve safety even more.”

RADM Brooks explained that Good Samaritan is part of an overall strategy to reduce mishaps in all areas. “We are not with our Sailors and Marines when they are off duty, so we can use the help of family, friends and neighbors,” he said. “We want to leverage that opportunity and get our supporters to help us when our people are interacting with the community.”

“We ask the community to take an active role,” RADM Brooks continued. “The volunteers get to choose the level of support. That help might be a subtle reminder to wear seatbelts or personal protective equipment, to hold a ladder when a Sailor is working alone, or even to offer a ride to one of our people who has had too much to drink.”

Traffic wrecks remain the most lethal of military off-duty mishaps. Long asked the Admiral about the common factors discovered in these mishaps. “They are similar to the civilian community,” RADM Brooks replied. “Fatigue…pushing to drive too far, seatbelt use, alcohol, and speed.” A growing number of traffic-safety training courses are available. Furthermore, Navy commands are working to identify high-risk drivers so they can intervene before a problem arises.

The Navy is a family, RADM Brooks concluded. “No family wants to experience the loss of a loved one,” he said. “We owe it to our people and to their families to do whatever we can to prevent mishaps and the loss of life.” 

About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, and supports over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members. Our web site is at www.safetycenter.navy.mil. Also visit our Navy NewsStand page at www.news.navy.mil/local/nsc.

About the 50%-Mishap-Reduction Campaign: On May 19, 2003, the Secretary of Defense challenged DoD to achieve a 50-percent, across-the-board mishap reduction by the end of FY05. In fiscal year 2004, mishaps killed 113 Sailors, and cost the Navy $524 million in equipment damage and lost resources. Of the mishap cost, $468 million was in aviation mishaps. Seventy-three of the deaths were on the highway. For news about the campaign, visit www.safetycenter.navy.mil/MishapReduction. To check the current statistics against the FY05 goals, visit www.safetycenter.navy.mil/statistics/howgoesit.htm.
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