DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
[image: image1.png]


NAVAL SAFETY CENTER PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

375 A STREET
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER – EXT. 7312

NORFOLK, VA 23511
MEDIA OFFICER – EXT. 7314

TEL:  (757) 444-3520 
SENIOR WRITER-EDITOR – EXT. 7243

FAX:  (757) 444-6791
COMMUNICATIONS & MAKETING DEPARTMENT – EXT. 7610

WWW.SAFETYCENTER.NAVY.MIL


for immediate release
3/9/05
NSC-0516

Naval Safety Center Hosts 3rd Military and Civilian Traffic Safety Conference

By Dan Steber, Naval Safety Center Traffic Safety

NORFOLK, Va.—The annual gathering of military and civilian traffic-safety personnel will be held March 23, 2005 from 0930 to 1200 at Hoffman Beverage Company, 5464 Greenwich Road, Virginia Beach, Va. Attendees are briefed about the traffic-safety and injury-prevention programs at work in the civilian world, as well as projects being discussed for the military. They also learn techniques for improving their command’s traffic-safety programs.

This partnership between military and civilian professionals was formed three years ago to discuss topics of interest to both groups and to share common problems and solutions. The previous conferences have provided useful information through various briefs to improve existing safety programs and to look at new approaches to reduce private-motor-vehicle mishaps.

“Working with our civilian counterparts has opened new avenues to explore,” said Bonnie Revell, Traffic-Safety Specialist with the Navy Safety Center. “We’re able to see what works and what hasn’t worked in the civilian world, providing us wonderful insight and giving us new ideas to attack an old problem.”

This year’s briefs will highlight traffic-safety success stories, upcoming participation in the "Click It or Ticket" campaign, and information on a variety of other traffic-safety-related programs. Rear Adm. Dick Brooks, Commander, Naval Safety Center, will open the brief, and he urges the attendance of command safety representatives, security officers, and public affair officers.

The major goal of this year’s conference is to increase awareness of motor-vehicle safety and reduce the number of needless deaths. Last year’s “Click It or Ticket” campaign helped the military and Commonwealth of Virginia to achieve the highest seatbelt usage rates ever recorded. 

In the last four years, the Navy alone has lost 245 shipmates in private-motor-vehicle mishaps—73 in FY04. Many of those victims did not wear seatbelts, and, based on studies the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration conducted, these safety devices account for more than half of all lives saved each year.

“We have lost too many shipmates in PMV mishaps over the past few years,” said Capt. Bill Glenn, head of Shore Safety Programs at the Naval Safety Center. “Even with new knowledge gained each year about driving habits, new safety devices, and injury-prevention programs, these losses continue, and we must find ways to reduce them. This conference is another tool we can use to search for answers to this tough problem.”
Visit the NSC website at www.safetycenter.navy.mil/ashore/motorvehicle for more information on specific agenda items. The Naval Safety Center POC is Bonnie Revell, (757) 444-3520 x7138. If you plan to attend, RSVP with your name, command, phone number, and e-mail address. Fax the information to (757) 444-6044 or e-mail: bonnie.revel1@navy.mil. Carpooling is recommended because of limited parking.

About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, and supports over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members. Our web site is at http://safetycenter.navy.mil. Also visit our Navy NewsStand page at http://www.news.navy.mil/local/nsc.

About the 50%-Mishap-Reduction Campaign: On May 19, 2003, the Secretary of Defense challenged DoD to achieve a 50-percent, across-the-board mishap reduction by the end of FY05. In fiscal year 2004, mishaps killed 113 Sailors, and cost the Navy $524 million in equipment damage and lost resources. Of the mishap cost, $468 million was in aviation mishaps. Seventy-three of the deaths were on the highway. The mishap-reduction challenge aims at 10 targets. Four involve Class A mishaps (which cause $1 million or more in damage, destroy an aircraft, kill someone, or leave someone totally disabled): total operational, aviation (which alone accounts for 94 percent of the costs), afloat and ashore. Four other targets involve fatalities: traffic (which accounts for more than half the total deaths), off-duty, afloat and aviation. The other two are the number of destroyed aircraft and civilian lost-time injuries.





