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Lifesavers 2005 May Help Save Navy Lives

By Dan Steber, Naval Safety Center Traffic Safety Department

NORFOLK, Va.—Naval Safety Center traffic-safety specialists and other Navy attendees met in Charlotte, NC., for the premier traffic-safety conference of the year, Lifesavers 2005, which ran from March 13-15, 2005.

Conference sessions provided information and methods to help shape Navy efforts to prevent traffic mishaps. Sailors will gain benefits from the hundreds of presentations and products that were displayed. These items can help improve the fleet’s safety awareness, teach the latest safe-driving and crash-avoidance techniques, and explore various technologies that might help to reduce mishaps.

“This conference was a great opportunity to see information and equipment that will make a difference on a national scale,” said CE2 Juan Perez, traffic-safety coordinator at NAS Corpus Christi. “I saw ideas in various sessions and vendor’s products that we can learn from and that will help improve our traffic-safety programs.”

Corporate, non-profit, and government agencies that co-sponsored this annual event include the National Highway Safety Transportation Administration (NHTSA), National Safety Council, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, National Transportation Safety Board, auto manufacturers, insurance companies, and Mothers Against Drunk Driving.

“The themes discussed at this conference centered on leadership, partnerships and media efforts,” said Mary Brigham, traffic-safety specialist at the Naval Safety Center. “Reducing mishaps takes a team approach. We have sought out partners and are working diligently to reduce PMV mishaps.” Innovative Navy programs that have resulted from recent partnerships include “None for the Road,” “Click It or Ticket,” “Buckle Up, America” and “Traffic Safety Across America.”

Vendors at Lifesavers 2005 displayed many new products that can help the Navy’s mishap-prevention efforts. Several manufacturers demonstrated passive alcohol detectors, which determine the presence of alcohol and which can be built into a flashlight or other device. Police or gate guards can use these detectors when dealing with people who were driving suspiciously, and the results can trigger a formal sobriety test.

Other companies displayed road and sign lighting schemes that make it easier for drivers to see road or driving hazards. Companies also demonstrated driving simulators that help to train personnel to drive in various kinds of weather. The machines can also simulate BAC levels to dramatize how hazardous it is to drive under the influence of alcohol.

Although the conference was available and advertised to various Navy and Marine Corps commands, military turnout was light.  This fact was a minor “blip” in an otherwise perfect conference.

“After seeing the quality of the program, I was a little disappointed so few DoD traffic-safety specialist were able to attend,” said John Seibert, Assistant for Safety, Health and Fire Protection, Office of the Secretary of Defense. “I was impressed with the conference and learned a lot about the latest research, program successes, and ways to develop partnerships among all organizations devoted to preventing highway crashes. Each of us has a role in working toward reducing mishaps. DoD has issued policy that establishes minimum standards and expectations. However, the real lifesaving is occurring at the installation level, and local efforts are most effective when commanders partner with their local community to keep military members safe on the public roads and highways.”

Next year’s conference is scheduled for April 9-11, 2006 at the Convention Center in Austin, Texas. The new mishap goals are forthcoming and will require the Navy and its various commands to be even more diligent and innovative as we seek to save even more lives in our traffic-safety and off-duty efforts.

For more information on the conference and to view various session briefs, visit the Lifesavers 2005 website at http://www.lifesaversconference.org.
About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, and supports over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members. Our web site is at safetycenter.navy.mil/. Also visit our Navy NewsStand page at http://www.news.navy.mil/local/nsc.

About the 50%-Mishap-Reduction Campaign: On May 19, 2003, the Secretary of Defense challenged DoD to achieve a 50-percent, across-the-board mishap reduction by the end of FY05. In fiscal year 2004, mishaps killed 113 Sailors, and cost the Navy $524 million in equipment damage and lost resources. Of the mishap cost, $468 million was in aviation mishaps. Seventy-three of the deaths were on the highway. The mishap-reduction challenge aims at 10 targets. Four involve Class A mishaps (which cause $1 million or more in damage, destroy an aircraft, kill someone, or leave someone totally disabled): total operational, aviation (which alone accounts for 94 percent of the costs), afloat and ashore. Four other targets involve fatalities: traffic (which accounts for more than half the total deaths), off-duty, afloat and aviation. The other two are the number of destroyed aircraft and civilian lost-time injuries.





