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Time to “Click It or Ticket”

By Dan Steber, Naval Safety Center Traffic Safety Division

NORFOLK, Va.—The Naval Safety Center and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration  (NHTSA) are again partnering on the national “Click It or Ticket” campaign. Starting one week before and running one week after the Memorial Day holiday (from May 23 to June 5, 2005), thousands of law-enforcement agencies in communities and at selected military installations across the country actively will be enforcing DoD and state seatbelt laws.

During last year’s campaign, dramatic results occurred at every base involved with the program, such as at Little Creek Naval Amphibious Base in Norfolk, where seatbelt use went from 89 percent to 98 percent.

“The success stories at NAB Little Creek, Naval Station Norfolk, and thirteen other bases in the Mid-Atlantic Region were a benefit to the Navy, Marine Corps, and our communities,” said Bonnie Revell, traffic-safety specialist at the Naval Safety Center. “Our numbers helped Virginia to reach the highest level of seatbelt use ever recorded in the state. We hope to expand the effort this year to improve on last year’s efforts and to save lives.”

The “Click It or Ticket” mobilization effort involves four stages: a media campaign that informs people about the upcoming campaign and increased law-enforcement efforts; an observation period, during which violators are counted but not ticketed; an enforcement period, when all violators are ticketed; and a final review period, when behavior is observed to measure the campaign’s success.

These efforts, coupled with NHTSA’s advertising and the support of government agencies, traffic safety organizations, local advocates and others, will make the Navy and Marine Corps aware of the need for seatbelts in fighting the No. 1 killer of our people—private motor vehicle mishaps.

“This program is an essential step to get our people to wear seatbelts,” said Mary Brigham, senior traffic-safety specialist at the Naval Safety Center. “A recent crash in the Norfolk area was a good example. We lost a Sailor who was thrown from a vehicle that was involved in a rollover mishap. A simple click of a seatbelt might have saved that person’s life and prevented the awful pain that family members or loved ones now face.”

In one recent week, three other Sailors were injured—one seriously—in a different rollover accident. None were wearing seatbelts, despite the DoD policy that mandates military members wear seatbelts at all time. These types of injuries and deaths can be solved with one simple click of a seatbelt.

For information on a NHTSA planner that provides materials and resources that can be used in your community or base and to reinforce the “Click It or Ticket” message, visit the NHTSA website at http://buckleupamerica.org/nmay05/nmay05.php.  Information on Navy efforts is available at http://safetycenter.navy.mil/ashore/motorvehicle/clickit/.
About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, and supports over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members. Our web site is at safetycenter.navy.mil/. Also visit our Navy NewsStand page at http://www.news.navy.mil/local/nsc.
