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Aviation Maintenance Safety Professionals Meet in Norfolk

By Dan Steber, Naval Safety Center Traffic Safety Division

NORFOLK, Va.—The Naval Safety Center recently hosted the third annual gathering of maintenance-safety personnel at Naval Station, Norfolk, Va.  More than 200 Sailors and Marines from 144 different commands attended the conference.

The four-day event featured speakers from around the country who discussed more than 25 subjects, ranging from private-motor-vehicle  (PMV) mishaps to the hazards of electrostatic discharge (ESD). The sessions covered innovative programs, new equipment, and current maintenance-safety issues. New technologies and programs were a key feature of the conference, and sessions included presentations on quality assurance for military flight operations, the new Naval Aviation Maintenance Program process that is aligned with COMNAVAIRFOR, and online mishap reporting through the Safety Center’s Web-Enabled Safety System (WESS).

“This conference lets us bring together various professionals from all parts of naval-aviation maintenance,” said Cdr. Al Stephens, Aviation Maintenance Officer at the Naval Safety Center, who kicked off the meeting. “I promise that you’ll see and hear from a wide cross-section of speakers and will take home some tidbits of information you weren’t aware of. One benefit of bringing you all to one location is that we can make sure that the same message gets out to all commands at the same time.”

The agenda included sessions on the Top 10 safety-survey problems, flight-deck and airfield safety, maintenance-related mishaps, aging aircraft, explosives safety, and CBR gear for maintainers. This year, 28 different sessions were held. Several displays also were available, and they included safety posters, aircraft weight and balance, an ESD display, quality assurance principles, traffic safety, photo displays of bad or unsafe maintenance, and a demo of the Naval Safety Center webpage. The presenters included civilians and military members from various commands around the fleet and even an Air Force master sergeant who presented an Air Force maintenance and safety perspective.

“We had Sailors and Marines from around the world, including several from Sicily and Japan,” said ATCS (AW) Denis Komornik, Naval Safety Center maintenance analyst and the conference coordinator. “It was interesting to talk with them and to share the lessons we learned from the various speakers. The conference was good, and our feedback also pointed out how we could make it better.”

The positive post-conference comments indicated that most attendees benefited from the annual meeting:

· “Excellent conference. Great way to share the wealth of knowledge that the Safety Center possesses. All presentations will either provide ‘nuggets’ or totally ‘safe’ way to conduct business.”

· “Great information to take back to the fleet. Overall great conference--worth traveling eight hours from MCAS Beaufort.”

· “I was apprehensive about coming to the conference because I thought I knew it all.  It made me realize how much I didn’t know. I got a lot out of this visit.”

“I especially liked the segments that addressed new programs and things for the Navy,” said ABH1 John Baran, a safety petty officer from AIMD Mayport, Fla.  “I also enjoyed the AMMT [Aviation Maintenance Management Team] session because it pointed out day-to-day safety concerns. All the sessions were good.”

About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, and supports over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members. Our web site is at safetycenter.navy.mil/. Also visit our Navy NewsStand page at http://www.news.navy.mil/local/nsc.

