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“Safety at Sea” Program Remains Valuable Traffic-Safety Tool

By Dan Steber, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs

Since 1971, the Virginia State Police have supported Navy and Marine Corps traffic-safety efforts with the Safety at Sea program. The program—often called “Troopers at Sea”—puts state police officers aboard returning ships to give traffic-safety awareness training. The program remains an excellent example of safety partnership between military units and the state where a ship is homeported.

The Virginia State Police have recently released a guide to the program entitled Virginia State Police, Safety at Sea, An Educational Program Dedicated to Saving the Lives of the Brave Men and Women in the U.S. Military Who Are Risking Their Lives For Our Freedom. This guide gives a chronological description of their efforts and includes supporting documentation about the program’s history.

“This program has been helpful in the past,” said Bonnie Revell, traffic-safety specialist at the Naval Safety Center. “They ride the ships back from overseas deployments and give our people a review of traffic-safety concerns before they return home. This effort is designed to help our people gradually get back into driving after a long time away.”

The new guide includes press releases about the program, presentations used in earlier sessions, articles that have appeared in Navy and civilian newspapers, and letters of thanks from various Navy commands.

For example, Capt. (Rear Adm. Select) Michael Groothousen, commanding officer of USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) wrote about Trooper Ted Childress, “From the moment he stepped aboard in Portsmouth, England on the 9th of May until we returned to Norfolk on May 23rd, Trooper Childress did a fantastic job educating our Sailors about traffic safety.” Childress spoke to 5,500 Sailors and Marines during their Homecoming Safety Stand-down, and devoted many hours talking to crewmembers in small groups on the mess decks. In fact, he gave 55 separate presentations in various places around the ship, reaching nearly 2,100 people in face-to-face sessions. The ship had no traffic injuries or deaths just before or through the Memorial Day holiday.

“I was impressed to read that in 2004 more than 35,000 service personnel received training from Virginia State Police uniformed officers,” said Capt. Bill Glenn. “For nearly 34 years they have supported us, and our people are better for it. I hope they continue to help us to reduce mishaps, injuries and deaths.”

Dorothy Bernstein, public relations coordinator for the Virginia State Police, can provide a copy of the new guide to the program. Call her at (804) 674-2016, e-mail at dorothy.bernstein@vsp.virginia.gov). To register for the program, contact Lieutenant Colonel Eugene Stockton, P. O. Box 27472, Richmond, VA  23261-7472, (804) 674-2013.
About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, and supports over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members. Our web site is at safetycenter.navy.mil/. Also visit our Navy NewsStand page at http://www.news.navy.mil/local/nsc.
