DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
[image: image1.png]


NAVAL SAFETY CENTER PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

375 A STREET
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER – EXT. 7312

NORFOLK, VA 23511
MEDIA OFFICER – EXT. 7314

TEL:  (757) 444-3520 
SENIOR WRITER-EDITOR – EXT. 7243

FAX:  (757) 444-6791
COMMUNICATIONS & MAKETING DEPARTMENT – EXT. 7610

WWW.SAFETYCENTER.NAVY.MIL


for immediate release
12/6/05
NSC-0568

Sharing a Tragedy and Helping the Navy

By Dan Steber, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs

NORFOLK, Va.—Motivational speaker Charles Morecraft gave two stirring presentations to several hundred Norfolk Sailors on Nov. 18. Morecraft described an industrial mishap that severely burned and almost killed him, and talked about his emotional road to recovery.

Morecraft was invited to speak to several groups of Sailors, including a large group from USS Harry S. Truman, after the Commander, Naval Safety Center, RADM George Mayer heard about his presentation from the commanding officer of USS Carl Vinson.

Approximately 500 Sailors, Marines and civilians attended the two sessions and heard about an incident that occurred while Morecraft worked for Exxon at a refinery in New Jersey. “I was sent out on a job that I’d done a thousand times, and I never believed an accident would happen to me,” he said. “I could do that job in my sleep or with my eyes closed. I drove up in a truck, got out, and got to work. This time, however, everything didn’t go as planned.”

Morecraft explained that a normal, small fuel leak suddenly gushed out, and a chemical additive sprayed in his face and down his body. He wasn’t wearing goggles as required, and he had the sleeves of his fire-retardant uniform rolled up. Startled, he ran toward the nearest eyewash station and shower. He barely could see but noticed his truck still was running, which was against the rules. The sight almost stopped him in his tracks.

“I screamed, ‘No, Charlie!’ to myself,” he said, after realizing an ignition source existed. “Suddenly, I was engulfed in flames. I started to run and thought about dropping and rolling, but that action wouldn’t have worked. The pain was horrendous, absolutely horrendous. I thought I would die, but I saw a puddle and prayed it was water. I took my chances and dove toward the liquid. I was lucky.”

Morecraft described the horror in the face of friends who had come out to fight the fire and to see him. They urged him to get into the ambulance and not to worry about the fire. They didn’t tell him about his burns. An EMT, also a friend, did. Morecraft’s immediate comment despite the agonizing pain was, “I guess I’m not cute anymore.”

The presentation lasted an hour and Morecraft took the audience through the agony of daily baths in the burn unit to remove dead skin, numerous physical therapy sessions to regain elasticity and movement in his skin and muscles, and the agony of getting his life back in order.

“I didn’t like to wear safety glasses,” he said. “They weren’t comfortable and didn’t look cool. I often wonder if those glasses would have made a difference that night. I could and should have followed the rules, but it was a job I had done so many times that I had become complacent. I rolled up my sleeves because those clothes aren’t comfortable. I tell you…what isn’t comfortable is looking at a scarred body, feeling the pain of my body burning, or getting that daily bath to peel of the dead skin. What wasn’t comfortable was losing everything that was important to me. I didn’t have the right to cause the pain and suffering to my family simply because I didn’t follow the rules or wear required safety equipment!”

That personal message is what the Naval Safety Center is trying to get through to Sailors on and off the job. They make a lot of decisions each day that can lead to success or failure. When the wrong decision is made, it’s important to remember that the consequences don’t affect the member only. The pain and suffering for a poor decision can leave a grieving family.

“I urge you to listen and learn from Charlie Morecraft’s story,” said Col. Jim Jamison, deputy commander, Naval Safety Center. “What happened to him can happen to you, and we don’t want to lose any Sailor or Marine. We want you to go home for the holidays, visit family and friends, but we need you back safely to help fight the Global War on Terrorism.”

That message got through to several Sailors in attendance.

“Nobody ever thinks about a mishap affecting a family,” said AT1 (AW/SW) Charles Fisher, IM-1 training coordinator, USS Harry S. Truman. “Sadly, we don’t think about the effect on friends or the command, either.”

AMCS(AW/SW) Henry Neely, LCPO, IM-2, USS Harry S. Truman said, “We always see the same old photos and stories, but it was beneficial to see and hear a person who went through such a traumatic event. It brought the safety message home. Bringing in the family and discussing the absolute need to wear safety gear was important.”

“I liked the fact that he made me think about my family and how they would feel about a mishap,” said Lt. Greg Dugan, aviation safety officer, HCS-28. “It showed that leaders must be aware of their people’s actions and must find a happy medium between punishment and being ‘touchy/feely.’ It made me think that if you’re not going to take safety seriously or do it for yourself, then do it for your shipmates or friends around you and especially for your family.”

ATCS (AW/SW) Dave Clark, production control chief, USS Harry S. Truman said, “Charlie Morecraft is the Paul Harvey of safety. He gave us the rest of the story. He gave us an example of the consequences of not following the rules, wearing the right gear, and living with his mistakes. His presentation let us know of his life before and after a tragic and preventable mishap. Charlie looked at everyone, and I left realizing that he was talking to me.”

“Charlie’s message was right on the money,” said AZAN Adam Quarles, IM-3, administrative clerk, USS Harry S. Truman. “As an airman, it was good to see someone take responsibility for their actions and to set the example, even though it was through personal error. It showed that the routine things we do can be the most dangerous.”

Morecraft usually charges a sizeable fee, but he did the presentations at Naval Station Norfolk for expenses only. “I have traveled around the world, given these presentations, and have done well for myself. But I’m truly honored to help the military because what you guys do allows me to sleep easier at night. I hope to do my part to help.”
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