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“There I was…” -- Approach Magazine Celebrates 50 Years

By Derek Nelson, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs

“I’d only been in the squadron for a couple of months and was just starting to feel comfortable flying my jet, when, shortly after takeoff, I saw my life flash before my eyes. Let me share my story. There I was…”

For five decades, Approach magazine has published thousands of these yarns. The November-December 2005 issue of Approach is the 50th Anniversary issue. You can view it or download it at http://safetycenter.navy.mil/media/approach/issues/novdec05/default.htm.

This expanded issue highlights many of the best articles from the past, while taking the reader through the past five decades of naval aviation. It includes the classic “And Then There Were None… ,” perhaps the magazine’s most-requested and memorable tale. It recounts the history of Anymouse, and reintroduces Lt. Will Riskit to a new generation. Some of the articles are serious, some are not, but all stress the importance of sharing experiences and working toward making the dangerous profession of aviation as safe as possible.

Approach has focused on aviation safety from the USS Forrestal era of the 1950s to the present day nuclear carriers. Published by the Naval Safety Center, this magazine combines first-person stories, information, and a bit of humor. Naval and Marine Corps aviators have made Approach a part of the safety culture that has seen a continual reduction in the aviation-mishap rate.

Today, after fifty years, a Navy and Marine Corps aviator still does the same thing. They have a harrowing experiences during flights, return to the wardroom, and share the experience with their fellow aviators. They also write articles and submit it to Approach, so all naval aviators can share and learn from their stories. Learning from other’s experiences is a valuable part of naval aviation’s efforts toward reducing mishaps.

About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety. NSC supports more than 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide, promoting safety and safety processes and preserving the lives of our service members. Our web site is at safetycenter.navy.mil/. Also visit our Navy NewsStand page at http://www.news.navy.mil/local/nsc.
