Preliminary Loss Report 003/08
Norfolk-based Sailor Killed in Motorcycle Crash

Chesapeake, VA – On 15 April 2007, at approximately 0111, a 22-year-old Sailor attached to a local ship died after crashing his 2007 Yamaha YZF-R6S motorcycle on Interstate 64.  According to reports, the E-4 had been drinking earlier that day. Starting around 1300, he was observed drinking whiskey and Gatorade, in the ship's parking lot.  He then asked an E-2 shipmate to join him in the truck bed and drink with him.  The E-2 provided a bottle of Jagermeister and mixed it into a bottle of Gatorade.  Around 1500, the E-4 convinced the E-2 to drive him to a friend’s house where his motorcycle was parked.  They met later that day at a local establishment and continued drinking, consuming 2 pitchers of beer from 1630 to 1815.  During this time, the E-4 talked about seeing a girl later that night and tried to convince the E-2 to race him on I-64 to see how fast his motorcycle would go.  Upon leaving the bar, the E-2 followed the E-4 motorcyclist but he immediately “lost” the motorcycle when he pulled over to vomit and urinate. He then continued driving until he struck a guard rail near the on-ramp to I-264 and was subsequently arrested by a Virginia State Trooper around 1845, for DUI.  

The motorcyclist’s whereabouts for the next few hours are unknown; however, at 0105 he was spotted by a Virginia State Trooper traveling in the opposite direction on I-64.  The Trooper performed a u-turn and began pursuit of the E-4.  Closing on the motorcyclist at 100 miles per hour, the Trooper turned on his lights.  The E-4 immediately increased speed, pulled away from the Trooper and maneuvered around traffic in light rain. With the Trooper now in pursuit at 110 mph, the E-4 clipped the back of a pick up truck.  The rider was ejected and traveled 100 plus yards before impacting the roadway.  The rider was wearing a helmet.  An ambulance crew arrived within minutes and performed CPR.  He was taken to Sentara Norfolk Hospital where he was pronounced dead at 0204. Autopsy results indicated a BAC of 0.19.
Background information on this Sailor revealed some startling information.  This Sailor entered the service with an underage DUI waiver, and was also cited for underage possession of alcohol for this same incident.  He arrived at his command in Aug 2004, and was not assigned a mentor during his 32 months onboard.  During this period he also had two additional alcohol related incidents; returning late from liberty, which caused him to be placed on Liberty Risk, and the other citing him for public intoxication while on liberty in homeport.  The E-4 was also subject to NJP on 18 July, 2006 for violation of Art 86, Unauthorized Absence.  

In February 2007, the E-4 approached his Division Officer and requested to attend the Motorcycle Safety course and announced his intention to purchase a motorcycle.  The Division Officer spoke with the ship's Traffic Safety Officer and before a quota was obtained, the E-4 told his Division Officer he no longer needed the quota because he did not want to obtain a Virginia motorcycle license and registration.  He explained that his plan was to wait until he got out of the service, and purchase a motorcycle in his home state of Texas.  Upon over hearing the sailor's discussion of motorcycles, a Chief engaged the sailor for over an hour discussing different types of motorcycles, safety features to look for, and the benefits of taking a Basic Rider's Course.  Then, without informing his Chain of Command, he purchased his motorcycle from a local establishment, just ten days prior to his death with money sent to him by his father.  Despite not having a valid Virginia driver’s license, because his license was suspended in April 2005 for failure to maintain auto insurance on his Ford F-150 even though he was often seen driving it , he was able to purchase the motorcycle and received a temporary registration.  He did not register his bike on base and he had not attended the mandatory MSF Basic Rider Course.  

Had this Sailor informed his Chain of Command of his sport bike purchase, and had he taken an approved motorcycle safety course; he may still be alive.  Lack of experience, unfamiliarity with his motorcycle, alcohol, speed and poor judgment, on his and his shipmate’s part, were a disastrous concoction.  

As of 31 Jan 08, there have been 7 Navy Motorcycle fatalities in FY08, compared to 7 for the same time frame in FY07. 

Motorcycle Fatalities
                    Navy             Marine            Navy/Marine

                    No.    Rate      No.    Rate       No.    Rate

FY06 thru 31 Jan     9     6.95       5     7.74       14     7.21

FY07 thru 31 Jan     7     5.60       3     4.65       10     5.28

FY08 thru 31 Jan     7     5.77       6     9.25       13     6.98           
Consider these actions to help prevent PMV and Motorcycle crashes: 

· Reiterate that risk management is a full-time commitment that should be an integral part of all our daily activities. 

· Stress to all vehicle operators that speed control signs are the maximum allowable speed set for that road during ideal road conditions.  Speed limits are not just the law, they save lives too!    

· Never drink and ride.  Riding requires all of one’s mental acuity, attention, and learned riding skills.

· Ensure all hands currently riding motorcycles have successfully completed a NAVSAFECEN approved motorcycle training course.  

· Review the motorcycle training and PPE safety requirements in OPNAVINST 5100.12G.  Identify all command riders and ensure they are aware of the requirements. 
· Brief individuals regularly on the unique dangers involved with motorcycle riding. 

· Explain to motorcycle riders that they must ride defensively at all times.  Learn to search, evaluate and execute at least 8-12 seconds ahead.  Watch for the “other guy”.  Predict evasive actions. Download the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) Public Service Announcement (PSA) on Motorcycles at www.msf-usa.org/psa/culver.cfm
· For more information regarding general motorcycle safety, visit our Traffic Safety Toolbox at:  http://www.safetycenter.navy.mil/ashore/motorvehicle/toolbox/default.htm
* Preliminary Loss Reports (PLR) are provided to leaders for awareness, trends, and recommendations. 
Our Navy/Marine Corps depends on you to disseminate PLRs to the lowest levels of your command in order to help high-risk Sailors/Marines to understand the impact of decisions made on and off duty.

Feedback: The Naval Safety Center is interested in your comments; please email them to nrfk_safe_PLRfeedback@navy.mil
