Preliminary Lessons Learned 008/08
 

Motorcycle incident earns PO2 a date with a Judge
At approximately 0030 on 30 July 2008, a 31-year-old PO2 was arrested for reckless driving (speeding 89 MPH in a 55-MPH speed zone) and evading police in Hampton, Virginia.  
When Virginia State Police initially attempted to stop the PO2 for exceeding the speed limit, he tried to elude them and they commenced pursuit.  The PO2 exited the highway and crashed into a yield sign.  He was treated for injuries at Riverside Hospital and later discharged to police custody.    
The PO2 was riding a 2006 Suzuki Hyabusa sport bike that he had just purchased on 25 June.  It is reported that he had three-years riding experience and was wearing required PPE.    

Two days prior to his police encounter, he was counseled by the command's safety officer regarding the dangers of sport bike riding and his responsibilities to adhere to current Navy policies and orders.  That same day, he signed a page 13 entry acknowledging the requirement to wear personal protective equipment and to complete all required training.  

The PO2 attempted to obtain a quota for the newly introduced Military Sport Bike Rider Course (MSRC), but was denied a quota until he could produce documentation showing completion of the prerequisite Basic Rider Course.  No records were available to verify his claim to have completed the BRC in 2006.  He had just returned from a one-year IA tour in Djibouti on 13 June.

This Sailor is lucky in that he's only facing two possible felony convictions and didn't end up a fatality.  
As of 25 August 2008, there have been 26 USN Motorcycle fatalities (23 sport bike) in FY08 compared to 18 (15 sport bike) for the same time frame in FY07.  Motorcycle fatality rates are as follows:
Motorcycle Fatalities

Navy*          Marine**         Navy/Marine

                    No.    Rate      No.    Rate       No.    Rate

FY06 thru 25 Aug    23
   6.58
 14
  8.03
 37
  7.06
FY07 thru 25 Aug    18
   5.33
 17
  9.75
 35
  6.84
FY08 thru 25 Aug    25
   7.62
 23
 13.12
 48
  9.54
Consider these actions to help prevent motorcycle mishaps: 

· Comply with posted speed control signs.    

· Inform Sailors about the negative effects of speed on vehicle handling characteristics.
· Take all reasonable steps to ensure Sailors complete all required training, which includes the BRC for all riders and the MSRC or Experienced Rider Course (ERC) depending on what type of motorcycle they ride.  Explain the recertification requirements to all motorcycle riders.
· Know your people, the type of motorcycle they ride and get them to training.  Suzuki says, "the Suzuki Hyabusa GSX1300R is the fastest production bike on the planet."  Chances are that if your Sailor is riding one, he's not riding it for the fuel economy.
· Encourage experienced motorcycle riders to mentor younger riders on safe riding practices.

· Hold Sailors accountable for their actions to the maximum extent possible under the UCMJ and administrative discharge policies.  Felonious motorcycle riding is contrary to our core values and detrimental to good order and discipline.  
· For more information on cornering and traction, check the Naval Safety Center Web site at https://www.safetycenter.navy.mil/ashore/motorvehicle/default.htm or the Motorcycle Safety Foundation web site at www.msf-usa.org.

* This information is provided to leaders for awareness, trends, and recommendations.  Our Navy/Marine Corps depends on you to disseminate this to the lowest levels of your command in order to help high-risk Sailors/Marines to understand the impact of decisions made on and off duty.

Feedback: The Naval Safety Center is interested in your comments; please email them to PLRfeedback@navy.mil.

