Subject: FW: 041949Z AUG 06 R MT-2XX SL MAIN CANOPY ASSY BRIDLE ATTACHMENT

POINT ADVISORY

Importance: Low

PASS TO OFFICE CODES:

FM COMNAVAIRWARCENWPNDIV CHINA LAKE//466000D// TO AIG 6894// INFO

RULSSBG/COMNAVAIRWARCENWPNDIV CHINA LAKE CA//466000D// //N13512//

MSGID/GENADMIN/COMNAVAIRWARCENWPNDIV CHINA LA//466000D//

REF/A/MTG/P3 PROGAM IPT/26JUL2006//

REF/B/DOC/PARA-FLITE INC./31JUL2006//

REF/C/DOC/NAVSEA/30SEP2004//

POC/LISA WIITALA/CODE

4666200D/TEL:760-939-0808/DSN:437-0808/EMAIL:LISA.WIITALA@NAVY.MIL//

NARR/REF A IS THE P3 PROGRAM IPT MTG. REF B IS FIELD REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT

PROCEDURES FOR BRIDLE ATTACHMENTS. REF C IS TECHNICAL MANUAL, MT-2XX SL RAM

AIR PARACHUTE ASSY.// GENTEXT/REMARKS/1. AS MENTIONED DURING THE P3

PROGRAM'S RECENT IPT MTG, REF A, A POTENTIAL PROBLEM MAY EXIST ON THE MT-2XX

SL MAIN CANOPY BRIDLE ATTACHMENT POINT ASSEMBLY STITCHING.  DURING TWO

SEPARATE JUMPS AT THE NAVY'S CIVILIAN CONTRACTED JUMP SCHOOL, THE PILOT

PARACHUTE, BRIDLE AND DEPLOYMENT BAG SEPARATED FROM THE MAIN PARACHUTE.

SUBSEQUENTLY, NAVSPECWARCEN RIGGERS CONDUCTED AN INSPECTION ON ALL MT-2XX SL

MAIN CANOPIES AND FOUND LOOSE OR BROKEN STITCHING ON SEVERAL OF THE BRIDLE

ATTACHMENT POINTS. 

2. AS A RESULT, NAVSPECWARCEN CONTACTED THE MANUFACTURER, PARA-FLITE, INC.,

PENNSAUKEN, NJ AND REPAIRED THE LOOSE OR BROKEN STITCHING IAW BEST PR

PARACTICES. NAVSPECWARCEN HAS ALSO FORWARDED PICTURES WHICH SHOWED THE

DEFECT TO PARA-FLITE INC.  AN ASSESSMENT

WAS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE MANUFACTURER:    


A.
AT THIS JUNCTURE, THE CAUSE OF THE PILOT PARACHUTE, BRIDLE

AND

DEPLOYMENT BAG SEPARATING FROM THE MAIN PARACHUTE IS UNKNOWN.  THE ITEMS

WERE LOST DURING THE PARACHUTE DEPLOYMENT PHASE.


B.
THE CAUSE OF THE LOOSE OR BROKEN STITCHING IS UNKNOWN. THE

ORIGINAL STITCHING WAS REPAIRED BY THE ACTIVITY. 


C.
FOR FUTURE PROCUREMENTS, PARA-FLITE INC. HAS MODIFIED THE

STITCH

PATTERN WITH ADDITIONAL STITCHES AT THE CORNER LOCATIONS FOR REINFORCEMENT

TO HELP PRECLUDE FUTURE OCCURENCES.

3. NAWCWD RECOMMENDS ON THE NEXT REPACK AND SCHEDULED 182-DAY INSPECTIONS

THAT RIGGERS INSPECT ALL MT-2XX SL MAIN CANOPY BRIDLE ATTACHMENT POINTS.  IF

DAMAGE IS FOUND, REPAIR IAW REF B. THIS INSPECTION AND REPAIR INFORMATION

WILL BE INCLUDED IN A FUTURE CHANGE TO REF C. 

4. AN ELECTRONIC COPY OF REF B IS AVAILABLE BY CONTACTING LISA

WIITALA,NAVAIRWARCENWPNDIV, CODE 466200D, CHINA LAKE CA, DSN

437-0808 OR COMML (760)939-0808; EMAIL: LISA.WIITALA@NAVY.MIL.//

