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UNCLAS //N04790//

MSGID/GENADMIN/COMNAVAIRFOR N421//

SUBJ/AIRCREW SYSTEMS BULLETIN (ACB) 1041 SITSUM ONE//

REF/A/MSG/NAVAIR/211613ZOCT2005//

NARR/REF A IS ACB 1041 INSPECTION OF AIRCREW

MOUNTED ANPRC-149 SURVIVAL RADIO FOR BATTERIES MANUFACTURED BY SAFT.
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POC/CHRISLIP, R./CIV/CNAF ALSS CLASS DESK/LOC:COMNAVAIRFOR NORFOLK

/TEL:DSN 565-5856/TEL:757-445-5856

/EMAIL:RONALD.E.CHRISLIP.CTR@NAVY.MIL//

RMKS/1. CNAF N421 SENDS.

2. THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO PROVIDE AMPLIFYING INFORMATION

AS FLEET UNITS EXECUTE REF A.

3. PRIMARY DRIVER OF REF A IS CONCERN WITH SAFETY OF SAFT BATTERIES

IN PRC-149.  NUMEROUS RECENT INCIDENTS OF BATTERIES VENTING,

SPARKING AND EXPLODING COMPELS ORIG TO REMOVE SAFT BATTERIES FROM

SERVICE.

4. TIGHT COMPLIANCE TIME FOR REF A WAS DRIVEN BY COMPELLING NEED TO

REMOVE POTENTIALLY UNSAFE BATTERIES FROM SERVICE, NOTWITHSTANDING

LOGISTIC CHALLENGES.

5. REF A DIRECTS USE OF PRC-90 IN PLACE OF PRC-149, WHEN AVAILABLE.

PRC-112B/B1 AND CSEL SURVIVAL RADIOS ARE ALSO ACCEPTABLE

REPLACEMENTS FOR PRC-149.  ORIG EXPECTS CVW'S THAT HAVE PRC-112B/B1

OR CSEL TO USE THOSE RADIOS AND MAKE AVAILABLE FOR REDISTRIBUTION

ANY PRC-90'S ON HAND.

6. ORIG RECOGNIZES THAT EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES ARE REQUIRED BY FLEET
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UNITS TO MEET OPERATIONAL COMMITMENTS WITH DRASTICALLY REDUCED

SURVIVAL RADIO ASSETS.  LIMITED PRC-90 ASSETS REQUIRES FLEET USERS

TO IDENTIFY MINIMUM RADIOS REQUIRED TO SUPPORT OPERATIONS. USE OF

POOLED ASSETS AND HOT-SWITCHING RADIOS BETWEEN AIRCREW IS REQUIRED.
ORIG CONSIDERS CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING ADEQUATE NUMBER OF RADIOS

REQUIRED TO BE THE NUMBER OF CREW STATIONS IN AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED PLUS

TEN PERCENT.  UNITS EXCEEDING THIS NUMBER MAY EXPECT DIRECTION TO

SHIP RADIOS TO OTHER UNITS THAT ARE SHORT OR TO THE ALSS WAREHOUSE

PENDING REDISTRIBUTION.

7. REQUEST NAVAIR, RESERVES AND CNATRA TYCOMS IMPLEMENT POOL POSTURE

PER PARA 6 AND COORDINATE WITH CNAF ALSS CLASS DESK FOR

REDISTRIBUTION OF EXCESS PRC-90 RADIOS FOR FLEET NEEDS.

8. LONG TERM GOAL IS TO RETURN PRC-149 TO USE WITH PROVEN RELIABLE,

SAFE BATTERY.  ORIG EXPECTS CURRENT PAUCITY OF PRC-90 RADIOS TO BE

MITIGATED BY MID-DECEMBER WHEN SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES OF ELECTROCHEM

BATTERIES BECOME AVAILABLE FOR PRC-149.//
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