Category: Military Sealift Command Safety
USNS APACHE (T-ATF 172)

Represented by:

CAPT Curtis Smith, SEALOGLANT Port Captain


1. Has not experienced a lost time mishap in over two and a half years 

· On APACHE, safety is a concern for each individual crewmember --accidents significantly impact small crews


2. Recognized fleet-wide for her proactive safety program

· First MSC ship to obtain an International Safety Management certificate


3. How did they excel?

· Held regular safety meetings and briefings to communicate the APACHE safety philosophy to the crew. This environment welcomed crew concerns and questions 

· 100% of the ship’s compliment is fully NAVOSH trained

· Involved the crew in operational planning and risk assessment to encourage them to heed safety requirements.   Rehearsed complicated aspects of towing or salvage operations to minimize stress during the task and maintain focus on safety at hand.  

· “Personal protective devices were not available” was not an excuse. Maintained an inventory of safety equipment that was comfortable, attractive, and not an encumbrance to the crew
