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By Maj. Clyde Beattie, USAF

good deal occasionally drops into your lap.

Our squadron was to be the recipient of a

live shoot of a high-speed anti-radiation mis-

sile (HARM). As much as [ loved Whidbey
Island, Wash., after moving there from Cannon Air Force
Base, N.M., seeing California sunshine—instead of con-
tinuous spring rains—and shooting a live HARM was a
good deal worth fighting over.

After some good-natured discussions, my crew won
the shoot. Reek, Shimon, Ratbert, and I packed our gear
in the ol’ family Griswold and headed south. The eve-
ning entertainment in Los Angeles was great.

It was a beautiful day with great flight conditions,
and we were all pumped about the shoot. Our NATOPS
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brief, which included many “what ifs,” focused mainly
on HARM-launch contingencies. After the brief, we
walked to our mighty steed.

After a normal start and taxi, we had a generator
malfunction that threatened to give our wingman the
launch. [Wingman fangs grow 10 inches and start to
drip saliva at this point—FEd.] Our wingman launched
with the spare, and we prayed for a miracle. Fortunately,
our maintainers scrambled to fix us and, after 30 min-
utes, gave us an “up” jet.

We blasted off to intercept our trusty wingman and
took our rightful place in the lead. After carrier qualifi-
cations, launching a HARM from low altitude was the
highlight of my time with the Navy. All the hard work
and coordination paid off when that missile thundered
off the rail like a freight train and flew straight and



true to the target. We rejoiced in the cockpit
after the successful launch and completed
our post-launch-and-recovery checks.

Our return to Point Mugu, Calif., was
uneventful. After a “sierra hotel” fan-break,
I lowered the landing-gear handle and
checked the duty for traffic. About six to
nine seconds later, I saw the red light still
was on in the gear handle, and only the two
main gear indicated down and locked. The
osegear showed unsafe, wi dictions
f getting any better.
I broke out of the pattern a
wingman to check me. We

sked
ft every-
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-speed runway scraper. I also thought
if the cable or hook failed. I held the
al Air Force “aero brake” attitude
y Navy brethren. I caught the

wire, and the deceleration threw the nosegear forward
and locked it before the nose e down. After we rolled
back, the ground crew pinned the gear, and we taxied
clear.

Postflight inspection reve all actuators attached
to the nose-landing gear had sheared at their attachment

tsme flight or initial gear exten-

. The nose-landing-gear extension, retraction, and
over-center lock actuators still were attached but only at
one end. No amount of recycling would have locked the
gear down.

After another warm California night, we were told to
“stiff leg” the aircraft home. That morning, we pinned
the nosegear in the down-and-locked position, with the
option of raising the mains if we lost an engine. This
precaution added time to the return trip, but, hey, flight
time is flight time.

The first lesson we learned was to work on crosstalk
between the squadrons and from higher command. This
problem had occurred several months earlier to another
EA-6B, but our squadron never had been briefed on it.
Second, use the ORM you receive in training. What
seems like a good idea to you might not seem so hot to
someone not at the controls. Last, the flight’s not over
ntil the bird i d you are heading in for a
ider and some g. Keep some fuel as a pad in
case ];tle unexpec appens. The Prowler continues to
age until the /F/G come online, so we need to

tay abreast o *- nt and potential problems that may
come up wit eep making suggestions to
ke fly ¥
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