Man Blown Overboard?

By Lt. Lawrence Nance, E-2C
Like engines on all navy aircraft, E-2C engines must be serviced periodically to ensure proper output and efficiency.   As a junior pilot, I was responsible for performing an engine efficiency run on the night of a near mishap.

The evolution was a simple efficiency run (high power) on the starboard engine of aircraft 602.  It was September 2003, and we were in the middle of the Arabian Gulf on board the USS Nimitz (CVN 68) during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  The high power engine run took place around midnight and it was definitely dark.  The aircraft was not parked in its usual high power location on the fantail; instead, it was parked on the port side of the flight deck facing the island.

The evolution started normally.  I performed the requisite preflight and ensured the proper number of chains were attached to the aircraft before climbing into the cockpit.  I got both engines online then signaled the plane captain to move the troubleshooters away from the aircraft.  We spread the wings then set zero-degree flaps to begin the run-up.  After the engines were run-up to full power, the mech in the aircraft double-checked the efficiency numbers to make sure the engine indeed checked good.  The engine performed as advertised.

I brought the power levers out of max power and into flight idle, then signaled the plane captain to bring the troubleshooters in close to set the chocks around the tires.  Shortly after the plane captain gave the troubleshooters the chock signal, I noticed a bunch of commotion and pointing at the right main-landing gear.  I asked the mech in the copilot seat if he saw anything wrong with the starboard engine, but he couldn’t tell.  The plane captain seemed preoccupied with whatever was happening on the starboard side of the plane, so I wasn’t sure if there was a problem with the engine.  One of the troubleshooters in front of the aircraft gave me the power-back signal, which was when I realized the power levers were still in flight idle and not ground idle.  

The troubleshooter who was placing chocks under the main-landing gear was blown down by the engine exhaust and pushed down across the deck and rolled until he was pinned against the scupper. The flight-deck coordinator ran over and jumped on the mech to prevent him from going overboard while another troubleshooter (not the PC) gave me the power-back signal.  

It wasn’t until I debriefed maintenance control when I realized the magnitude of the situation.  Had we been positioned at the stern of the ship, the normal high-power spot, that troubleshooter easily could have been blown overboard by the engine exhaust.  

I have never forgotten that lesson, and now I triple check the power-lever position anytime I do maintenance turns and particularly before I call for the tires to be chocked.  

Lt. Nance flies with VAW-117.

*****************************

 -----Original Message-----

From: 
Rowland, Charles W VAW-117  

Sent:
Thursday, December 30, 2004 19:09

To:
Stewart, Jack  CIV NAVSAFECEN SP-91, 3, 309B

Subject:
FW: more articles for submission

Sir,

    Here are a few more articles for submission to your editorial.  Like before, pictures are immediately following the article, if they exist.

Very Respectfully,

Charles Rowland

LTJG       USNR
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