Two Engines Online, Only One Had Oil






By Lt. David Hart, SH-60B
Here’s a no kidding training story. I was a nugget H2P working up for my first deployment and the bird we were flying had come back earlier than expected for an intermittent #1 Engine Chip light. However, no significant chips were found and the chip detector was reinstalled. Our crew hot seated in after a 10-minute ground turn and got off the deck without a problem. So for an hour, it was ops normal, then something caught my eye. I had a MASTER CAUTION Light staring me in the eye, so I looked over at the Caution/Advisory Panel and noticed a #1 Engine Low Oil Pressure light. Next I glanced over at the CDU, and there my fears were confirmed. The No. 1 Engine Oil Pressure reading was in the amber. 
Instantly I thought, ‘this is it, I’m going in the water tonight’. Suddenly my training kicked in, all those glorious EP sims that went until midnight…  I alerted the crew and we began to do all the right things. We went through the checklists and discussed what we were going to do with the No. 1 engine and what feasibly could happen. 

We decided to leave No. 1 engine running until we heard, felt or smelled anything unusual at which point we would immediately secure it. So we completed the single engine landing checklist and dumping fuel definitely became an option. So I broke out the fuel dumping checklist, identified the circuit breakers, and we started dumping fuel. Well, we discovered this ‘ole girl was not dumping fuel at the prescribed NATOP’s rate, so dumping was secured so as not to forget about it, cause that would really make things worse. Everyone then stood by as I pressed the ALL STORES/SONO button. The sound of all those buoys leaving the launcher was by far the most amusing part of this whole ordeal.

Fortunately for us, mom was only about 25 miles away when this all happened and our guys quickly manned emergency flight quarters for our impromptu return. We performed our landing checklist and thankfully executed an uneventful landing. Immediately upon touchdown, the No. 1 engine was secured and our flying was done for the night with oil pressure still indicating in the low teens. When the maintainers looked at the engine, they found that the O-ring around the chip detector had failed and resulted in a complete loss of oil. No one could have known that the O-ring was going to fail, but it did. Another point of interest is the fuel-dumping rate. After the engine was replaced, an FCF crew performed a rate check on the fuel dumping system and found it to be extremely low and out of spec. This lead to the replacement and repair of some of the system components.

As our community is faced with aging aircraft, I am quickly learning it always pays to have everything work as advertised. If we had needed to get light by dumping fuel for whatever reason, we would have been in trouble. Now a day, I take my preflights and aircraft knowledge a little more seriously and methodical because you never know what you might have to deal with on any given day.

Lt. Hart flies with the HSL-42 Proud Warriors.

