Lights, Camera, Look Out For That Plane

By LCdr. Armen Kurdian, E-2C
Everybody wants to be a movie star!  Everybody wants to be famous!  No, that’s not true at all, let’s try that a different way.

Some people want to make others into movie stars. Yes, that’s more accurate, and at some point during my last deployment, I would bet a goodly amount of money that whether one was actually being interviewed, specifically filmed, or just a bouncing head in the background, every crew member of the USS Nimitz (CVN-68) ended up filmed by the IKON camera crew.

The film crew was shooting footage for a documentary that is supposed to be released some time in 2007. Nice folks, but they did get in the way sometimes.

I was asked to help out on a particular day when a crew of three were slated to film one of our fighter guys walking on the flight deck to his Hornet and getting in. Sounds easy enough. They told me they only wanted to film him getting into the cockpit. OK. But they wanted a little more.

PPE wasn’t the issue. It’s when the cameraman got between the plane captain and the airplane that got me a little concerned. So I gently nudged him out of the way, which I’m sure the pilot appreciated. The better part was when the plane started to taxi.

I’m standing there watching him film the plane go by, and if I hadn’t once again gently nudged him backwards, he would have gotten a side of the face full of weapons pylon. At that point, with several other planes taxiing on deck, my comfort level was definitely exceeded. Unfortunately, from where we were, we’d gotten ‘trapped’ in the sense that we couldn’t immediately get off the flight deck until the Hornet they were filming moved off.

I just kept scanning back and forth the three individuals and everything on the flight deck in rapid fire. Not the most ideal situation, but my head was definitely on a greasy swivel for a few minutes.

When I was finally able to get them off the flight deck, I made sure to tell them what I had seen so that the same wouldn’t happen again. They didn’t seem too worried about it, probably because they didn’t fully understand the dangers involved. Heck, I’ve been doing this for years, and I’ll NEVER feel totally comfortable on the flight deck. Sure, I’m safe, I pay attention to my surroundings, but it’s not my first choice for somewhere to go hang out.

From a public affairs point of view, the military can always use positive publicity, and today’s filming was a good example of how the media can be used to show us at our best. But the flight deck is a dangerous environment. When escorting personnel in any environment they are not normally accustomed to, it is incumbent upon the escort to maintain a sufficient lookout for everyone, not just him or herself. This leads to the notion that one should never take on a bigger group of individuals for which positive control cannot be maintained, especially in a large open space like the flight deck. Finally, remember that in taking positive control of a group, and escorting them somewhere, keep the hammer on your comfort level, and if the situation deems it necessary, cut it short, and return to a safer environment.

One thing’s for sure, I’ll be upset if I went through all that just to have this evolution end up on the cutting room floor!
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