VT-4

A Small and Simple Decision
By 2ndLt.Matthew Roberson, USAF, T-6A
On my check ride for the Primary Instrument phase of training, I had a safety situation that was handled very well and demonstrates the importance of the pre-flight checks of an aircraft.  The pre-flight began normally, but as I was strapping in to the seat, my instructor found a mistake while he was inspecting the exterior of the aircraft.  He opened the engine bay door and discovered that the oil dipstick was missing.  He called me over to look at the problem and emphasize why a preflight inspection is important.  As I was walking over, the ground crewman spotted the dipstick sitting on top of the aircraft's battery.  
This was a simple problem to fix, so my instructor continued his inspection.  As he passed the right side avionics door, two out of its three latches were opened where they should have been closed.  There were now two strikes on the airplane.  He completed the exterior inspection and we continued our checklists and started the engine.  
At the point where we were required to turn on the fuel boost pump, the boost pump would not come on.  We double checked our circuit breakers and found that the boost pump was popped.  We had noted from the maintenance book that the ground crew had worked on the boost pump the night before.  This was the third strike.  All the discrepancies were minor, but to have several of them raises the question of what else may be wrong with the aircraft.  We decided to let maintenance take another look at the airplane as we successfully completed our flight in another plane.  A small and simple decision that kept us safe and didn't allow us to regret taking up a defective bird.
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