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INn the Shredder]

By IS1 Timothy W. Filson,
CINCLANTFLT Afloat Planning System,
Sea Duty Component

hosewho think an office-bound, desk-stationed,

sguadron intelligence speciaist’sjob ishazard-
free should think again. Asan | S1 discovered, one
office hazard was a paper shredder, and not because
someonegot afinger or shirttail caught in the blades,

ether.

Oneday after shredding countless documents, the

I S1 thought hisoverheated machine
needed oiling. Helubed it and
continued shredding, but the shred-
der began making strange noi ses.
The petty officer thought paper
might havejammed the blades, when
suddenly blueflamesshot fromthe
machine. ThelS1 tried to blow them
out—guesswhat happened next:
Heblew flamesthrough the shred-
der and ignited the storage bag
where shredded paper had accumu-
lated.

His department head was
working inthe sameofficeand
quickly unplugged the shredder .
ThelS1, meanwhile, grabbed aCO,
fireextinguisher. Hegroundedit and
pulled the pin, and wasready to
smother thefirewhen hisdepart-
ment head redized using CO, inthe
officemight not be such agood idea
(CO, displacesoxygen). The
department head then beganto
stomp out the burning shreds.

Afterward, the|S1 noted
someone had shredded plastic, aong
with paper. Lessons|earned? Shred

only paper and do not lubricate shredderswhen the
equipment ishot from use. Know your firefighting
techniques, and usethe appropriate extinguishing
agent for the specific class of fireand other condi-

Petty Officer Filson wrote this article while
assigned to VAQ-132. —Ed.
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