Writer's Guidelines 

Ground Warrior is an official Marine Corps publication, produced by Marines and civilians at the Naval Safety Center and Headquarters Marine Corps, Safety Division, and designed at the Government Printing Office. The primary readership is the operational Marine Corps and, secondly, safety personnel, both Marines and civilians, who support the Marines. Its roughly 35,000 copies are distributed quarterly at no charge to the Marine Corps and other military supporting agencies. It first was published by the Naval Safety Center in 1998. Ground Warrior is a ground-safety-oriented magazine intended to promote force preservation in the Marine Corps. 

Ground Warrior seeks to make Marines aware of mishaps and hazards that have been experienced and identified by fellow Marines.  The study of these lessons learned heightens awareness and identifies tools that all Marines can use to avoid similar mishaps and mitigate risks.

Editorial goals include: 
· Actively work to prevent mishaps in the Marine Corps and defense agencies with similar operations through the sharing of information surrounding mishaps;
· Clearly explain the details of mishaps and near-mishaps that have occurred throughout the Marine Corps that have potential to be repeated;
· Explain the lessons learned from mishaps and near-mishaps in such ways that units can take measures to mitigate risks;
· Detail the effects of mishaps through statistics and analysis to educate the readership on the importance of force preservation and safety;
· Inform the Marine Corps of new products and methods that can be used to mitigate unnecessary risks.
TYPES OF ARTICLES WE PUBLISH 

Feature Stories 

Feature stories usually range in length from 800 to 2,000 words. Any sidebars must be figured into the total word count.  Features reporting on a mishap should detail the mishap, leaving out names and specifics regarding location so not to embarrass or fault individuals.  Lessons learned then should be explained and orders referenced if applicable. Product or campaign and project stories should explain the subject’s purpose and should detail mishaps that can be prevented with the use of the subject. The stories fall into these general categories: 

Personal Protective Equipment- These stories discuss new equipment being used to prevent mishaps; they also detail the proper use of safety gear or its actual use in a near-mishap.

Tactical Vehicles- Most operational mishaps in the Marine Corps occur while using a tactical vehicle.  These stories detail incidents involving vehicles, such as HMMVs, MTVRs, LVSs, and sometimes armored vehicles, such as the LAV, light-armored vehicle.

Negligent Discharges- There should be a purpose behind any time a weapon is shot; however, mishaps, not accidents, occur involving weapons. Negligent discharge incidents should include the failure of any of the four safety rules or violations of proper weapons procedures, specifically, clearing procedures and use of weapons conditions.

Miscellaneous Training or Operational Mishaps- There are many incidents that don’t fall into a specific category.  Ground Warrior is always looking for these mishaps or near-mishaps that teach good lessons learned concerning incidents in training or while in operations.

Private Motor Vehicles (Autos and Motorcycles)-  PMV mishaps are the biggest killers of Marines each year. Stories surrounding initiatives to prevent motor vehicle mishaps or even stories from Marines about how their ordinary drive turned into a life-changing event.

Recreational- Marines spend nearly as much time on liberty as they do actually out in the field training, and incidents occur there, as well. Whether on an all-terrain vehicle in the desert or fly-fishing in a river, mishaps can occur and lessons can be shared to prevent fellow Marines from making the same mistakes.  
Departments 

Currently the Ground Warrior only has one regular department produced by contributors and a feature with similarities to a department.  The contributions to these sections need only be 200-300 words and must follow the basic concept of a feature but detailing an incident with less detail and fewer lessons.

Tales from the Fighting Hole- Operational mishaps, normally occurring in units deployed around the world.

Negligent Discharges- Negligent discharge incidents are so common and lessons learned so important that there is currently a regular feature with detailed shorter stories.

Letters to the Editor- The Ground Warrior is always looking for feedback, good or bad.

OUR CONTRIBUTORS 

Mishap investigators write many of our stores. However, Marines involved with mishaps never should be hesitant to write in their perspective on an incident and detail how they viewed the mistakes made. Any names and locations can be removed to provide anonymity.  The purpose of the magazine is prevention through sharing the story and the lessons, not finding fault.  Any Marine, regardless of writing ability, should consider writing the Ground Warrior.  The editor will work with the author to make sure the story is presented with the utmost professionalism expected in the Marine Corps. Civilian and military civilians contributions are welcomed, as well. Freelance writers interested in publishing their stories should contact the editor directly concerning details of article submission criteria. Any questions and ideas should be directed to the editor.
STORY SUBMISSION CHECKLIST 

Stories should be submitted via e-mail or standard mail. Along with your manuscript, please include: 

Art memo or pictures. (if possible) Your written list of ideas for graphics may include portraits of your major sources, other photographs, cartoons and illustrations. We especially like to run charts, tables and graphs, so keep any eye out for information relevant to your story that could be presented that way. Please provide us with the contacts we need to obtain photographs, if neccessary. 

Author bio. At the end of the story, please include a one to two sentence description of your job, duty station, and background. 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 

Proofreading and rewriting. The Ground Warrior staff will proofread all submissions for grammar and assure ideas are properly conveyed. If major changes are made, the author will be consulted before publishing.  

Accuracy checks. We expect you to check all statistics, historical facts, or orders used for accuracy before your story is submitted. However, we always send an edited version of the story back to you to check for errors that may have crept in during the editing process. 
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