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1 1 The driver tried to stay on the road by steering hard
Sleeplng Bag Negllgence to the left, but he turned too hard. The HMMWYV veered

across the road to the left shoulder and hit a 16-inch-high
dirt edge left by a road grader. The HMMWYV straddled
the dirt edge for 40 feet as the driver steered hard to the
right, trying to get back onto the road. The front tires
finally got a bite, and the HMMWV veered sharply to
the right.

The driver’s-side front tire bounced over the 16-inch-
high dirt edge, and both front tires left the ground. The
HMMWYV then rolled over repeatedly and landed facing
backward on the road. The driver, who was not wearing
his Kevlar or seatbelt, was thrown from the vehicle and
died from head injuries. The VC, who was wearing his
Kevlar, was thrown from the gunner’s hatch and landed
behind the vehicle. He suffered a fractured jaw and arm.

Why the Mishap Happened

* Conducting a daytime convoy is a routine mission.
The leaders were complacent in their planning and
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By Capt Edwards

An NCO in Iraq had good intentions when he
decided to keep his weapon in his sleeping bag at night.
As a young Marine, he had been instructed to sleep with
his rifle. He had heard stories of Marines in Korea being
killed with their own rifles, so putting his M16A2 in his
sleeping bag could keep the weapon secure and clean
from the elements. Sand in the chamber and muzzle
easily could jam his weapon.

However, one night, he was awakened by a shot—one
that went through his foot. The round was from his
M16A2. The Marine did not know the condition of his
weapon while it was in his sleeping bag, nor did he have
positive control of it. If the M16 had been in condition
four, with a magazine at the ready, this incident never
would have occurred. It’s fortunate he was sleeping with
the muzzle pointed toward his feet.
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