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If Safety Stand-down = Snoozer, Listen Up!

By Derek Nelson, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs

Aviation Ordnanceman Third Class Jesse Wallen had been to plenty of safety stand-downs by the time he started wondering, “Why do these things have to be so boring?”

It wasn’t that the topics covered during the stand-down weren’t important, or that the information being passed wasn’t useful. It was just that the media were stale and repetitive. Maybe it was a lecture by a speaker who wasn’t very dynamic. Or maybe the video being shown was out of date. AO3 Wallen saw an opportunity to do something original. His medium: music.

“I wanted to make it a little more exciting,” he recalls. “So after one of our stand-downs, a buddy and I got on stage and did a little rap. Usually, after a stand-down, people are in a hurry to leave, but they were staying around to listen. I thought, ‘Hmm, maybe I’ve got something here.’” He bounced his idea off the squadron safety officer and the skipper and got their support.

The result is “It’s All Over Now,” which deals with car wrecks (the leading killer of Sailors and Marines) and handguns. The song would fit right in on MTV. The subject matter is violent: preventable mishaps that claim the lives of so many shipmates every year. These mishaps, he writes, force the Navy to “be wasting so much money, on funeral after funeral after funeral.”

Some of AO3 Wallen’s musical influences originated in Detroit, where he got experience as a solo musician and spent time hanging out in some of the clubs where Eminem played.

He has deployed aboard USS Nimitz during Operation Southern Watch and Operation Iraqi Freedom. He is currently attached to Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Six (HS-6) at NAS North Island.

The message from “It’s All Over Now” is prevention. Or, as AO3 Wallen writes in the song, “‘cause I don’t wanna see another one of y’all die.”
Note: To download or listen to the song, visit www.safetycenter.navy.mil/articles/allovernow.htm.

About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, and supports over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members. Our web site is at www.safetycenter.navy.mil. Also visit our Navy NewsStand page at www.news.navy.mil/local/nsc.

About the 50%-Mishap-Reduction Campaign: On May 19, 2003, the Secretary of Defense challenged DoD to achieve a 50-percent, across-the-board mishap reduction by the end of FY05. In fiscal year 2003, mishaps killed 106 Sailors, and cost the Navy $737 million in equipment damage and lost resources. Of the mishap cost, $694 million was in aviation mishaps. Sixty-six of the deaths were on the highway. For news about the campaign, visit www.safetycenter.navy.mil/MishapReduction. To check the current statistics against the FY05 goals, visit www.safetycenter.navy.mil/statistics/howgoesit.htm.
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