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Safety Center Seeking Testimonials from Survivors

By Fred Klinkenberger, Media Officer, Naval Safety Center
The Naval Safety Center is seeking testimonials from 18-to-25-year-old Sailors and Marines who have been in car or motorcycle wrecks and who have been saved by seatbelts or helmets. 

We also want to hear from those who were injured because they weren’t wearing proper safety equipment, and who have learned a lesson about the importance of protective gear.

We would like them to share their experiences so others can learn the consequences of their actions when it comes to vehicle safety. The Safety Center plans to make short, videotaped public service announcements, which can be used fleet-wide for safety training. The Safety Center also plans to use the testimonials for print articles in Safety Center magazines and news releases.

Sailors or Marines who would like to share a story and help save a shipmate’s life, contact Fred Klinkenberger, e-mail fred.klinkenberger@navy.mil or call (757) 444-3520, Ext. 7314 (DSN 564).

About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, and supports over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members. Our web site is at http://safetycenter.navy.mil. Also visit our Navy NewsStand page at http://www.news.navy.mil/local/nsc.

About the 50%-Mishap-Reduction Campaign: On May 19, 2003, the Secretary of Defense challenged DoD to achieve a 50-percent, across-the-board mishap reduction by the end of FY05. In fiscal year 2004, mishaps killed 113 Sailors, and cost the Navy $524 million in equipment damage and lost resources. Of the mishap cost, $468 million was in aviation mishaps. Seventy-three of the deaths were on the highway. The mishap-reduction challenge aims at 10 targets. Four involve Class A mishaps (which cause $1 million or more in damage, destroy an aircraft, kill someone, or leave someone totally disabled): total operational, aviation (which alone accounts for 94 percent of the costs), afloat and ashore. Four other targets involve fatalities: traffic (which accounts for more than half the total deaths), off-duty, afloat and aviation. The other two are the number of destroyed aircraft and civilian lost-time injuries.





