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Naval Safety Center Stresses Seatbelt Use

By Dan Steber, Naval Safety Center Traffic Safety Division

NORFOLK, Va.—The Navy recently had two private-motor-vehicle (PMV) mishaps that shine a light on preventable mishaps. A local Norfolk Sailor was killed in one mishap and a different mishap injured three other East Coast Sailors, one seriously. In both incidents, the victims were not wearing seatbelts. RADM Dick Brooks, Commander, Naval Safety Center has seen enough and announced direct action to combat the problem of unbuckled Sailors.

“It is ludicrous in this day and age for our people not to wear seatbelts, said RADM Brooks. “We have more than enough evidence that seatbelts work, and, more importantly, it is DoD policy for all Sailors and Marines to wear them on or off-duty… period.”

Last fiscal year, 73 Sailors died in PMV mishaps and 10 of them did not wear seatbelts. The number injured and not wearing seatbelts was much higher. RADM Brooks directed his staff to take action, and he said the Naval Safety Center will fight aggressively for 100-percent seatbelt usage.

“We have participated in the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s Click It or Ticket campaign,” said Brooks. “It’s a great program but isn’t enough. The metrics and measurements clearly show every base should implement a Click It or Ticket program. However, we also need to make sure every Sailor knows DoD policy, and we will help get out that message through stories, magazines, our website, posters, videos, and other media avenues.”

The Naval Safety Center has been taping video testimonials of mishap success stories and failures involving seatbelt use or lack there of.. It hopes to spread the message about PMV mishaps, specifically seatbelt use, through the words of Sailors who have survived mishaps. The Safety Center website also has a wide collection of stories that show how a simple click of a seatbelt can save a life.

Capt. Bill Glenn, head of  the Center’s Shore Safety Programs, said, “We owe it to our people and their families to take every step to keep our Sailors safe. The DoD policy is clear: Our people must wear seatbelts (helmets for motorcycles) on duty and off, whether a state law requires them or not. Leaders need to, make their people aware of the rules, and get seatbelt use up to 100 percent.”

About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, and supports over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members. Our web site is at safetycenter.navy.mil/. Also visit our Navy NewsStand page at http://www.news.navy.mil/local/nsc.
