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New DUI Prevention Program Announced

"I used to think nothing ever would happen to me, but I was wrong. I could have argued the fact that, 'Hey, I wasn't even driving,' but that would have been an easy way out of accepting responsibility. I know now that I shouldn't have been riding with someone else who had been drinking.

"I didn't listen to what others told me—I thought I knew everything. After all, I was 18 years old, made my own money, had my own life, and no longer was under my folks' roof. Straight out of Navy recruit training, I felt invincible.

"The good news is, even though I'm paralyzed, I'm still alive. Not everyone in the car that fateful day, though, was as lucky."

We read stories like this all the time. Alcohol-related crashes are the No. 1 cause of death among Americans between the ages of 18 and 30. In the Navy alone, 113 Sailors died in off-duty, alcohol-related, motor-vehicle crashes during the period FY2000 to FY2004. Another 76 of those fatalities still are coded as "unknown" for alcohol.

Accordingly, it should come as no surprise that the Navy has announced a new driving-under-the-influence (DUI) prevention program. This program calls for commands to take the following steps toward developing an effective DUI prevention plan:

· Establish a Navy Drug and Alcohol Advisory Council (NDAAC) at each installation.

· Initiate a mass media blitz campaign.

· Enhance DUI training and awareness.

· Utilize metrics to track DUI program performance.

· Coordinate and conduct frequent, unannounced safety and sobriety checkpoints.

· Engage the morale, welfare and recreation (MWR) program in developing and implementing the DUI prevention program.

For in-depth guidance, details and resources, visit http://navdweb.spawar.navy.mil/alc/duipp.asp.
About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, and supports over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members. Our web site is at safetycenter.navy.mil/. Also visit our Navy NewsStand page at http://www.news.navy.mil/local/nsc.
