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Navy Safety Excellence Award Winners Honored

By Ken Testorff, Naval Safety Center Media Division

The fourth annual Secretary of the Navy Safety Excellence Awards ceremony was held in Washington, D.C. Oct. 4, 2005. Hosts for the event included Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety Connie DeWitte, Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Installations and Environment the Honorable BJ Penn, Vice Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Robert Willard, and Marine Corps Inspector General MajGen. David Bice.

The Secretary of the Navy established the Safety Excellence Awards program to recognize Navy and Marine Corps commands that have demonstrated exceptional operational excellence by sustained mission success with simultaneous exemplary safety performance. This year's winners certainly have lived up to that billing:

· USNS Apache (T-ATF 172) hasn't experienced a lost-time mishap in more than two and a half years. It's the first MSC ship to obtain an International Safety Management certificate. The entire ship's complement is fully NAVOSH-trained.

· Training Squadron 31 is in its ninth year of mishap-free flying, amassing more than 330,000 mishap-free hours. In 2004, the squadron flew 32,264 hours while providing training for 325 U.S. and Allied student naval aviators without a single Class B or C mishap.

· Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 774 surpassed 69,000 mishap-free flight hours, despite a high operational tempo involving work-ups and a combat deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. The squadron maintained an 89.9 percent combat-readiness rate while flying 4,000 hours.

· Helicopter Combat Support Squadron 85 completed 30 years (more than 67,500 flight hours) of Class A mishap-free flight operations in calendar year 2004.

· Naval Air Engineering Station, Lakehurst reduced total lost-time-case rate by 51 percent since FY03 and had no off-duty losses in FY04. This award gives Lakehurst a "triple crown" in safety awards, since it also earned the CNO Safety Achievement Award and the Secretary of the Navy Safety Achievement Award.

· Fleet Activities, Okinawa cut on-duty mishap rates by 90 percent since 2003 and off-duty rates by 100 percent. At the same time, they increased seat-belt usage to 90 percent in FY04.
· Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 263 surpassed 10,600 mishap-free flying hours, with 8,500 flown in CY04. During CY04, the squadron had more than 50 indirect enemy-fire attacks but sustained no aviation mishaps and only minimal personnel injury.

· Strike Fighter Squadron 136 flew more than 4,600 hours without a Class A or B mishap, including 1,434 embarked landings in CY04.

· USS George Washington (CVN 73), with Carrier Air Wing Seven embarked, sustained an impressive safety record while conducting high-tempo operations in support of Operations Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom, and more. The ship was underway 225 days, had more than 22,000 total embarked hours, and loaded and expended 82 tons of ordnance.

· USS Mobile Bay (CG 53) completed more than 270 days underway. This period included more than 300 small-boat operations, 75 Maritime Interdiction Operation boardings, and 22 underway replenishments.

· Marine Corps Maintenance Center, Albany, Ga., reduced lost-workday cases by 50 percent in FY04.

· Marine Corps Logistics Base, Albany, Ga., reduced Marine mishaps 80 percent and civilian lost time by 57 percent.

· USS Shreveport (LPD 12) completed 853 landings, 1,063 passenger transfers, and 242 refueling operations without a single Class A or B afloat mishap, injury, fatality, or any material property damage.

· USS Seattle (AOE 3) provided more than 50 million gallons of fuel and 4,200 tons of cargo during 140 replenishments at sea in CY04 with no Class A afloat injuries, deaths or material property damage.

· MCB Hawaii fully implemented all the core safety services, including tactical safety for base and tenant commands. This was accomplished with the commander's full support through dedicated and supportive budgeting and staffing.

· Marine Corps Base Quantico reduced military on-duty mishaps by 63 percent in FY04, and reduced Class B mishaps by 66 percent.

· USS Patriot (MCM 7) established an excellent safety record during both operational at-sea training, as well as during an industrial-maintenance period.

· USS Rhode Island (SSBN 740) makes sure ORM is engrained in every crew member and is an integral part of day-to-day operations on and off the ship. Personnel and equipment safety are the central focus of the command's methodology.

· MCB Camp Lejeune reduced lost workdays by 38 percent over three years.

The Washington, D.C. awards ceremony also included special recognition of Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for achieving OSHA VPP (Voluntary Protection Programs) Star Status. The shipyard earned this top safety classification after a rigorous OSHA audit. This audit showed that the shipyard’s safety programs and practices had reached high levels of excellence. The shipyard’s accident rate is well below the national average. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the first Navy activity to achieve OSHA VPP Star Status.

As noted by Ms. DeWitte, the culture of an organization—how alive the programs are—distinguishes the good from the bad. "Where safety is vibrant and vital, where it is based on heart-felt commitment, not just going through the motions, success is achieved," she said.

The ceremony highlighted each award-winning team's accomplishments, with the ultimate goal of spreading their lessons learned across the services.
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