Preliminary Loss Report 002/08
 

Navy Men missing presumed dead, search suspended. 
17 OCT 2007 – Two Navy E-5’s, both from a Gulfport, Miss. NCBN, are missing and presumed dead following a Kayaking mishap off the coast of San Nicolas Island, CA. The island is about 75 miles west of Los Angeles and restricted to the public. 
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A party of four Sailors began kayaking around 1100.  Two of the four made their way to a nearby barge pier. The missing men were last seen around 1200 on 17 October 2007 approximately 100 yards off Sandy Pit, which is the Eastern most point of the Island. Witnesses reported seeing the men struggling against the winds and currents. Winds in the area were gusting from 18 to 35 knots, with seas 4 to 10 feet, water temperature of 55 degrees and an air temperature of 62 degrees.  
The two Sailors who had made their way to the barge pier, called the Fire Dept which responded immediately but did not find the missing men. The CDO was also notified and command emergency procedures initiated, including an all hands muster, ground search and Coast Guard notification.
Two land based search teams covered the island while Coast Guard and Navy assets conducted a sea search.  Search and rescue assets included:  Two helicopters from Coast Guard Air Station Los Angeles, two Coast Guard C-130 aircraft from Coast Guard Air Station Sacramento, the Coast Guard Cutter Halibut, the guided missile destroyer USS Momsen (DDG 92) and its helicopter, four helicopters from Naval Air Station North Island, and a Navy P-3 Orion aircraft from Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Wash.  The Navy Fleet Area Control and Surveillance Facility, San Clemente Island assisted with search and rescue coordination.  The search area initially covered 300 square-miles, but was later expanded to 2,500 square-miles. The crew of the USS Momsen located the kayaks (which were lashed together) but there was no sign of the missing Sailors and the search was terminated on Friday, 19 October.
Including this accident, there have been 7 Navy and Marine Corps Off Duty Recreational fatalities in FY08 compared to 3 for the same time frame in FY07. 
   RODS Fatalities

                    Navy             Marine            Navy/Marine

                    No.    Rate      No.    Rate       No.    Rate

FY06 thru 16 Nov     1     2.01       1     4.04        2     2.69

FY07 thru 16 Nov     1     2.09       2     8.09        3     4.13

FY08 thru 16 Nov     4     8.59       3    12.06        7     9.80
Consider these actions to help prevent aquatic off-duty mishaps:
· Remind service members to wear a life jacket whenever on the water.  It may save their life.
· Always fill out a float plan and stick to it, telling friends or family where you are going and when you expect to return. 

· Reinforce to personnel to know the weather conditions before they venture out on the water. 
· Enforce your command’s water safety policy and hold each individual accountable. 
· For more information on aquatic safety visit these and other sites:
http://www.ripcurrents.noaa.gov/


http://www.usla.org/ripcurrents/ripcurrents.asp
http://www.americancanoe.org
Preliminary Loss Reports (PLRs) are provided to leaders for awareness, trends, and recommendations.  Our Navy/Marine Corps depends on you to disseminate PLRs to the lowest levels of your command in order to help high-risk Sailors/Marines to understand the impact of decisions made on and off duty.
Feedback: The Naval Safety Center is interested in your comments; please email nrfk_safe_PLRfeedback@navy.mil. 
