Preliminary Loss Report 006/08
Motorcycle crash claims Norfolk-area Sailor’s life

NORFOLK, VA – On 13 March 2008, at 1840, a 20-year-old E-5 was maneuvering his 2005 Honda CBR 600F sport bike near Pickett Road in Norfolk.  He was attempting to move the motorcycle from a parking lot back into the street when he initiated an unexpected acceleration.  The motorcycle began fishtailing and accelerated to approximately 45 mph, according to bystanders.  The E-5 continued to hold on to the bike, which hit a curb and became airborne.  The rider was ejected from the motorcycle and impacted a brick wall.  
According to reports, the E-5 had purchased the motorcycle only four hours before the fatal crash.  He had asked a friend to ride it from the dealership to the friend’s home, where the friend provided the E-5 some riding instructions.

A short while later, a second friend arrived and the new owner decided to ride his motorcycle, this time so that photos could be taken of him.  He put his helmet on and began to reposition his motorcycle when the fatal crash occurred.  The rider’s helmet came off upon impact with the brick wall.  Medical personnel were called to the scene and transported him to a local hospital, where he ultimately succumbed to his injuries. 
As of 9 May 08, there have been 13 USN Motorcycle fatalities in FY08, compared to 10 for the same time frame in FY07. 

Motorcycle Fatalities
                    Navy             Marine            Navy/Marine

                    No.    Rate      No.    Rate       No.    Rate

FY06 thru 9 May    17     7.20       9     7.65       26     7.35

FY07 thru 9 May    10     4.39       4     3.40       14     4.05

FY08 thru 9 May    13     5.87      11     9.30       24     7.07           
Special Note:  To date in FY08, 22 of the 24 Sailors and Marines who have been killed on motorcycles were riding sport bikes.  
To address this challenge, the Navy and Marine Corps, in conjunction with the Motorcycle Safety Foundation, developed the Military Sport Bike Rider Course (MSRC).  This course is designed to specifically address the unique handling and speed characteristics of sport bikes and the associated hazards when operating this type of motorcycle on street and highways with other vehicles.  The course will also address risk management and the appropriate riders’ mindset required to be successful.  When completed, this course will be mandatory for all Navy and Marine Corps sport bike riders. 

The MSBC will begin to be taught on 1 June 2008 in our high priority and fleet concentration areas.  The course will continue to proliferate across the Fleet as qualified instructors are certified and made available at all locations.  Commanding officers and safety officers should contact their base or station safety office for course scheduling/availability.  The DON goal is to have all sport bike riders complete the required training by October 2008
This course is the first of its kind in the nation and will gives our Sailors and Marines the knowledge and skill they need to be successful sport bike riders.

Consider these actions to help prevent Motorcycle mishaps: 

· Conduct training for all hands to ensure awareness of the Navy/Marine Corps motorcycle policies.  Emphasizing that all riders are required to complete the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) Basic Rider Course (BRC) prior to operation of a motorcycle—on or off base.
· Supervisors, identify your Sailors and Marines who ride or intend to ride and ensure they complete training and are aware of the increased risk of motorcycling.
· Brief individuals regularly on the unique dangers involved with riding. Drivers of automobiles and other vehicles do not always see or look for motorcycles.  Expect the unexpected.
· Reiterate that risk management is a full-time commitment that should be included in every major daily evolution.  Risk management: A systematic process to identify hazards and control risks.
· For more information regarding general motorcycle safety, visit our Traffic Safety Toolbox at:  http://www.safetycenter.navy.mil/ashore/motorvehicle/toolbox/default.htm
· Navy personnel should take note of the recertification requirements, required for all motorcyclists, contained in the latest version  of the Navy Traffic Safety Program, OPNAVINST 5100.12H, which can be viewed at: http://www.safetycenter.navy.mil/instructions/default.htm
* Preliminary Loss Reports (PLR) are provided to leaders for awareness, trends, and recommendations. 
Our Navy/Marine Corps depends on you to disseminate PLRs to the lowest levels of your command in order to help high-risk Sailors/Marines to understand the impact of decisions made on and off duty.

Feedback: The Naval Safety Center is interested in your comments; please email them to nrfk_safe_PLRfeedback through local base and station safety offices.  Since this is a new course of instruction, the possibility exists that availability may be limited.
