Preliminary Loss Report 009/08 
PO2 Left Paralyzed From Car Crash
A 30-year-old PO2 assigned to a San Diego area command had returned from a forward deployment in Afghanistan on 28 March and had not driven an automobile for a year.  
Around 1900 on 1 April, while on liberty in the Los Angeles area, he had dinner and drinks with friends at a local restaurant.  Shortly after 2300, he got into his 2006 Toyota Scion TC with his 26-year-old brother (passenger) for the short return to his parents’ home, approximately six and one-half miles away.  Witness statements reflect that the PO2 was traveling in excess of 90 mph in a 50-mph zone when his vehicle swerved into the median, struck two trees and then rolled multiple times. Both individuals were not wearing seat belts and were ejected from the vehicle. The PO2’s blood alcohol concentration (BAC) level was later determined to be 0.12. 
Both mishap victims were transported to the USC Medical Center in critical condition.  The PO2 sustained serious back injuries and suffered paralysis from the waist down. His brother died later that evening from serious head injuries.
Additional information:

Post-mishap inspection of the vehicle revealed that the seats and headrest area were undamaged, which could indicate that had the driver and passenger been wearing their seatbelts, injuries might not have been as severe.  The vehicle’s airbags did deploy.
Given that the PO2 had recently returned from an IA assignment where consumption of alcoholic beverages is restricted, it’s possible his tolerance for alcohol may have been lessened. 

As of 25 August 2008, there have been 28 Navy PMV fatalities in FY08, compared to 30 Navy PMV fatalities for the same time frame in FY07. 

PMV Fatalities
                    Navy             Marine            Navy/Marine

                    No.    Rate      No.    Rate       No.    Rate

FY06 thru 25 Aug
  44
  12.58
 34
  19.49
 78
  14.88
FY07 thru 25 Aug
  30
   8.88
 29
  16.64
 59
  11.52
FY08 thru 25 Aug    28
   8.54
 21
  11.98
 49
   9.73      
Consider these actions to help prevent PMV mishaps: 
· Include PMV driving re-familiarization, alcohol awareness and tolerance levels, and sleep adjustment training for all returning deployed personnel.

· Brief individuals regularly on the dangers involved with driving impaired and/or unbuckled.
· Reiterate that Risk Management is a 24/7 commitment that should be an integral part of every daily evolution.  Risk:  risk is defined as a chance of injury, damage or loss.                        Risk management:  A systematic process to identify hazards and control risk.
· Continue to make mentorship and training programs more effective so that our Sailors make smart, sound decisions when not under your immediate supervision, and stress the fact that alcohol and driving do not mix!
· Emphasize the policies and requirements contained in the Navy’s Traffic Safety Instruction (OPNAVINST 5100.12H Chg 1) during all indoctrination training and safety stand downs.

· For more information regarding traffic safety, visit our Traffic Safety Toolbox at:  http://www.safetycenter.navy.mil/ashore/motorvehicle/toolbox/default.htm 
* Preliminary Loss Reports (PLR) are provided to leaders for awareness, trends, and recommendations. 
Our Navy/Marine Corps depends on you to disseminate PLRs to the lowest levels of your command in order to help high-risk Sailors/Marines to understand the impact of decisions made on and off duty.

Feedback: The Naval Safety Center is interested in your comments; please email them to PLRfeedback@navy.mil
