VP-69, WHIDBEY ISLAND, OBSTACLE APPROACH

ACFT SUSTAINED STRIKE DAMAGE ON HARD LDG. 3 MAJOR/4 MINOR TO NO INJURY 

WHILE CONDUCTING A NATOPS CHECK THE PAC WAS ALLOWED TO PERFORM HIS FIRST ATTEMPT

AT SHOOTING AN OBSTACLE APPROACH. THIS MANEUVER WAS INADEQUATELY BRIEFED BY THE 

PIC DURING THE MISSION BRIEF.  THE PIC HAVING GREAT CONFIDENCE IN THE PAC ALLOWED

THE PAC TO CONDUCT THIS MANEUVER WITHOUT PRIOR DEMONSTRATION BY THE PIC.  AFTER 

PUSHING OVER FOR THE APPROACH AN EXCESSIVE SINK RATE DEVELOPED.  THE A/S WAS 

MAINTAINED AT 1. 3 VS.  UPON DETERMINATION THAT THE APPROACH WAS GETTING DANGEROUS, 

POWER WAS APPLIED & THE NOSE PULLED UP.  DUE TO THE COMBINATION OF SLOW APPROACH 

SPEED, LATE & IN INADEQUATE PWR APPLICATION, THE EXCESSIVE SINK RATE WAS NOT 

ARRESTED, RESULTING IN A HARD LANDING FOLLOWED BY FAILURE OF THE STBD WING.  

ACFT SUSTAINED STRIKE DAMAGE.  CAUSE: PLT (1) PIC FAILED TO RECOGNIZE A 

DANGEROUS SITUATION & TAKE APPROPRIATE CORRECTIVE ACTION.  (2) PAC FAILED TO 

PROPERLY COMPENSATE FOR EXCESSIVE SINK RATE DURING LANDING TRANSITION.  - BEGAN 

TRANSITION TO LANDING ATTITUDE TOO LATE TO ARREST A HIGH RATE OF DESCENT FOR THE

POWER APPLIED.                                                                  
