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On 25 August 2008, RAdm. John Goodwin, Commander, Naval Air Forces Atlantic, presented 
the 2007 CNO Safety “S” award to the VAW-123 Screwtops. Awarded only to one Hawkeye 
squadron on each coast, the Safety “S” recognizes the Screwtops’ commitment to operational 
readiness through safety. This is the second consecutive year that the Screwtops have won this 
prestigious award. The Screwtops won both the 2006 CNO Safety “S” award, as well as the 2006 
Battle “E” award.  
 
The Screwtops recently surpassed over 39 years and 72,000 hours of Class A mishap free flying. 
During 2007 the combined efforts of all squadron personnel led to 2,195 mishap-free flight hours 
and 651 shipboard landings. This impeccable safety record truly was an all-hands effort. The fact 
these consecutive awards occurred during the high operational tempo of back-to-back 
deployments with CVW-1/USS Enterprise (CVN-65) in support of Operations Iraqi and 
Enduring Freedom makes this feat even more remarkable. The Screwtops have incorporated 
safety and operational risk management into their daily practices, enhancing operational 
readiness during two combat cruises. 
 
“This award truly was an all hands effort,” says VAW-123 safety officer, LCdr. Derek Fix. 
“Without the attention to safety by all personnel, this award would not have been possible. The 
squadron especially wanted to recognize the pivotal role the first class petty officers had in this 
honor by having RAdm. Goodwin present them the plaque as a group. Their leadership in the 
work centers has been directly responsible for the squadron’s exemplary safety record,” LCdr 
Fix added. 
  
The Screwtops are currently in their interdeployment training cycle, while preparing for another 
deployment with CVW-1/USS Enterprise.  

 


