Bird Strike
The Unfortunate Demise of a Newly Arrived Snowbird
By Lt. Jim Schroeder, S-3
Taking off on a routine Functional Check Flight from NAS Jacksonville, FL, I was aware of the potential Bird/Animal Strike Hazards (BASH), but certainly didn’t consider it to be a high risk location. The Naval Safety Center BASH Hazard Data Summary indicates that just nine of 425 reported bird strikes occurred at NAS Jacksonville between 2002 and 2004. When I think of bird strikes, I think of low level routes or flying out of NAS Whidbey. The takeoff and subsequent bird strike reminded me of the ubiquitous BASH hazard and the potential consequences.
My COTAC and I took off heading east, started a climb as instructed to 2000 feet and turned right to the south for our departure. Passing 1200 feet at 220 knots, I was performing a routine scan of the interior instruments when my COTAC concisely said “Bird!”  I looked out to see a dark brown mass about 30 feet and a fraction of a second from impact. I maneuvered but was unable to react in time to avoid the impact and the bird struck the lower left side of the aircraft’s nose. I immediately rolled out of the turn and assessed the controllability while I watched the number one engine instruments for any indication of failure or abnormality. Luckily, the airplane was fully controllable and the GE TF34 engine was unfazed. We turned to the downwind immediately and set up for a straight-in approach. The gear and flaps came down with no difficulty and we performed a normal landing and roll out.
We had no idea of the extent of the damage until after shutdown when we had a first-hand look. The impact left a large dent in the radome, caused one of the nose latches to pop open, and delaminated a small portion of the aircraft skin. Airflow sent blood and feathers well inside the nose housing as well. I don’t know what kind of bird we hit, how big it was, or how much it weighed, but the damage we saw made me thankful that the impact occurred where it did and not on a control surface, in the engine, or on the canopy. Had the bird hit one of those locations we might have lost the aircraft.
Following the bird strike we filed a BASH report on the Safety Center website. The strike data we provide will help shape the BASH program and hopefully limit the number of strikes in the future. I know that I will give a little more consideration to the BASH threat in the future at NAS Jacksonville or wherever I’m flying; and always remember that the birds were here first and we have to share the airspace!
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