Beak to Beak
By Anonymous Student Naval Flight Officer, T-1
In Warbuck country safety always came first. As a member of VT-4 for 6 months

and roughly 70 hours logged; the number of close calls were slim to none. As any aviator with experience will attest, it is only a matter of time until you end up in a dangerous situation. Some things are no good to an aviator in the plane; airspeed they do not have, altitude above them, fuel in the truck, runway behind them and approach plates in the car. We had all of these, most importantly the approach plates.

On May 1st  I was an observer on a T-1 hop doing a practice approach into Meridian NAS (MEI).  With a head set on in the back I could hear everything approach, the pilot, student and mission commander were saying. The airspace was not crowded and the controller did not seem over tasked. However, he did do a poor job managing the airspace and prioritizing the aircraft within it.

The student in our T-1 was flying a Hi-ILS to runway 1, a penetration that takes 10-15 minutes. In that time the controller had a T-45 on the runway 19 “cleared to take off”, another aircraft “cleared for an approach to 19” and us, “cleared Hi-ILS runway 1”.

We ended up beak to beak with the T-45 departing from runway 19. At this point we were 5 miles from touchdown and could see the T-45 rolling on the runway. With no intention of landing, or a low approach the pilot started the climb out, a heading ninety degrees right and a climb removing us from any possibility of a midair collision.

In this scenario it was our situational awareness that kept us ahead of the controller. As a student it is easy to get into the habit of only paying attention to the controller when he calls your call-sign. Had the crew not been listening to what the controller was giving to everyone else in his airspace we could have possibly lost all of our altitude, all of our airspeed, purposely and split the runway with a T-45. Something to remember; when an aviator makes a mistake, he dies, when a control makes a mistake, the aviator still dies. Situational Awareness is perhaps the most essential skill any aviator should aspire to build and maintain.

The author flies with VT-4.

