Just Residue
By Ens. Jeffrey Drewiski, T-6
On the way back to Pensacola from a round–robin flight, we, a single T-6, were preparing for the approach to home base on the ILS for runway 7. Approaching from the West, all indications pointed toward a normal recovery. There were scattered clouds at 3,000 feet and excellent visibility. 
After descending to 7,000 feet as directed by control, both pilot and student noticed a red chip light on the warning panel. After the initial shock and asking the instructor if it was a drill, the student capably backed up the instructor during the emergency. The crew successfully located Jack Edwards airfield just off the left wing. As trained to do, the instructor went through the bold face procedures and the student went through the remainder of the checklist while notifying the instructor of the notes and cautions. While the pilot safely managed to maintain control of the aircraft, he tasked the student to input the CTAF frequency as soon as he could retrieve it from the approach plate. While notifying the ground personnel and other local traffic, the T-6 approached high key, and the scattered cloud layer at 3,000 feet. 
As we began our emergency landing pattern, we received a NACWS hit and glanced briefly to scan for the traffic. The hit came from the opposite side of the cloud which was nearly upon us. As we continued to search for the traffic and scan for other possible conflicts, it became apparent that the traffic was either not a factor or a false hit on our warning system. However, we still had to land the aircraft with the chip light. The student continued to back up the pilot with altitude calls and a scan of the engine instruments as well as the warning panel. 
Fortunately, we were able to land the aircraft safely and shut the engine down. The fire truck was glad to see that we had no major emergency. Once the maintenance crew arrived from NPA and declared that the chip light was indicative of residue rather than metal contamination, we were cleared to fly the bird home.
Ens. Drewiski flies with VT-4.
