ot all childrenrideyellow school buses. Some placesuse
transit busesto carry children back and forth to school in
place of school buses.

Recently, a10-year-old boy waskilled by apassing
vehicleafter hegot off atransit bus. The National
Transportation Safety Board investigated. Itsreport
underlinesahazard in using transit buses.

Theboy, who regularly rodearural transit busto
and from school, had gotten off the bus acrossatwo-
laneroad in front of hishome. The busflasherswereon
when the bus stopped, so atruck approaching fromthe
oppositedirection dowed. Thetruck driver, who was not
impaired in any way, was not surewhy the busflasherswere
on, so he approached cautiously.

Asthe boy walked back to therear of the bus, the busdriver
turned off theflashers, and the truck began to accelerate. At that moment, the child looked
to hisleft and dashed acrosstheroad. Thetruck driver, passing the busfromtheright,
braked but couldn’t avoid hitting thechild.

TheAmerican Public Transit Association estimates that about eight percent of all
public-school studentsridetransit buseseach day. Whilethe rules about stopping for yellow
school busesare clear and publicized, thisisnot the casefor transit buses. Their driversare
not expected to be responsiblefor how children crosstheroad. They do not receivetraining
in bus-stop safety procedures. Likewise, other driverson theroad are not alerted to the
presence of crossing children leaving these buses.

If you seeatransit bus stopped with itsflasherson, look around for any children who
may be getting off and crossing theroad. &

f your bicycle helmet ismorethan ayear old

and hasbeen damaged, or if your child has
outgrown hishelmet, you may bethinking about
getting anew one. Hereis something you need to
know before you buy one.

Helmets manufactured before March 1999
had to meet only one or morevoluntary safety
standard, such asANSI, Snell or ASTM. How-
ever, helmets manufactured or imported into the
United States after that date must meet a uni-
form, mandatory standard issued by the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC).

Thenew standard ensuresthat bicycle
helmets give excellent head protection and that
the chin straps are strong enough to keep the
= helmet on thehead and in place during afall or

collison.
If your helmet meetstheASTM, Snell or
ANSI standard and isundamaged, you don’t
— @ wav To wean vour nmer | h@vetobuy anew one. Thesehelmetsgive
lllustration courtesy of U.S. Consumer Product Safety enough protection. HOWGVGI?, when buyl 1Yl
Commission. helmet, look for alabel or sticker that saysthe
helmet meetsthe CPSC standard. B
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ew Bike Helmets Are Better
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The Problem’s Been Around

fter theturn of thelast century, the horseless B

carriagewasarecent invention, but people T~
had been drinking for centuries. When automobiles =
and alcohol got together, therewastroubleright ¢
away. Here'san excerpt froma1904 editorial in -~ —i
the Quarterly Journal of Inebriety: 3

“Wehavereceived acommunicationcontain-
ing ahistory of 25 fatal accidentsoccurringto =
automobilewagons. Fifteen personsoccupying E;'
thesewagonswerekilled outright, five moredied 7?
two dayslater...A careful inquiry showedthatin19 ¢
of these accidents, thedrivershad used spirits
within an hour or more of the disaster. The other
six driverswereal moderatedrinkers, but it was
not ascertained whether they had used spirits
preceding the accidents.”

N 1998, 41,471 peoplewerekilled in motor-
vehiclecrashesnationwide; 15,935 of those
fatalitieswereacohol-related. In FY 98, 36 Sailors
and Marinesdiedin alcohol-related crashes. In
FY99,40died. &

Ll
H‘"; @i An Ear-Ringing
ey, Endorsement

f you' reasportsfan, here’'ssomeinformation
you may want to know for the next timeyou go
toastadiumto seeagame.

You' ve heard the expression * deafening
noise.” That wasn't just an expression; it wasa
fact oneMonday night last fall at Arrowhead
Stadium in Kansas City, wherethe Chiefsbeat the
Pittsburgh Steelers, 13to 10. An audiol ogist had
urged fansto take precautions before the game.

“Thesound level at Arrowhead Stadium
nearing 120 decibels can be compared to ajet
taking off, anightclub or thunder. For an outdoor
stadium, that isunbelievable,” said Kevin Ruggle
of theAudiology Center in Kansas City.

“1 strongly recommend that if you takethe
kids, have them wear some hearing protection.”

Asfor the playershearing signals, it’sdifficult.
“ After our first home game, my earswereringing
for about two days,” said Kansas City quarterback
ElvisGrbac. &

Spring 2000

tatic el ectricity can make sparksfly—literaly.

Produce those sparkswhile putting gasolinein
your car, and both you and your car cango upin
smokeand flames.

Researchersat the American Petroleum
Ingtitute (API) havereceived reports of such fires.
They think theseincidents may berelated to static
electricity and offer thefollowing adviceto help
consumersavoid thishazard:

Re-entering your car during refueling, particu-
larly in cold, dry weather, can cause abuild-up of
static el ectricity similar to shuffling your feetona
carpet whentheair in your homeisdry. If you get
out of your car to removethefilling nozzlewithout
discharging the static build-up, aspark couldignite
gasolinevaporsaround thefill spout.

A smpleprecautionto avoid this potential
problemisto stay outside, near the gaspump. If
you haveto get back into the car, dischargethe
static el ectricity when you get out by touching the
door, away fromthefilling point, before removing
thenozzle.

If aflash firedoes occur, leavethenozzlein
the car’sfill pipeand back away fromit. Notify
the station attendant at once so he can shut off the
pumps. If you' re at an unattended station, usethe
emergency shut-down button to shut off the
pumps. Itisusualy inplainsight. &

Marine Corps Driving
Available

“NoMemories—SafeDriving for Marines’ is
avideo that tellswhy traffic crashes occur, and
how you can prevent them by using operational
risk management.

The Safety Division at Marine Corps Head-
guartersmailed acopy of thisvideoto every
command down to the battalion and squadron level
and urges commandsto show it during safety
training year-round, aswell asduring holiday
periods. Copiesareaso availableat audiovisual
centersat every Marine Corpsinstallation.

If you don’t have accessto acopy, you can
request one by logging onto the Safety Division's
web page at http://www.hgmc.usmc.mil/safety. B
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