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       English 101

                Naval Safety Center, 2003


Lesson #33: Some thoughts on leads
Starting at the beginning is OK once in a while, but it gets repetitive, like everything else. Starting at the exciting point and then backtracking is ditto on both counts. Plus you introduce the problem of giving away the exciting part at the beginning, which may not be that great.

Luckily, there are dozens of other kinds of leads, and it is your journalistic job (as with making up titles, copyediting, chopping out extra words, and reorganizing) to provide one. Leads can intrigue the reader, make them curious, surprise them, amuse them.

You average contributor isn’t going to write good leads. They aren’t trained and they don’t know how. If you don’t do it for them, the resulting article isn’t going to be as good as it could be.

Even if you have covered a topic two dozen times, you must give the reader the impression that they are reading something new. Everyone is too busy to read a story about something they already know.

Many elements can trigger or add interest:

· competition

· conflict

· controversy

· the consequences of current situations or changes

· familiar or famous people

· sentiment, things that tug the heartstrings

· humor

· problems

· progress (solutions to problems)

· success

· the unknown

· the unusual; bizarre or eccentric, or just out of the ordinary

· want or need
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