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       English 101

                Naval Safety Center, 2003


Lesson #7: 
From the reader's perspective, what is the most obnoxious thing that an editor can do?
1. Be boring. Print articles that are dull, lifeless, unappealing. Produce a magazine that lacks spark, that doesn't motivate readers to read and use the information it contains.

2. Misunderstand the readers' needs. Fail to give them info they need, but give them stuff they don't need. Tell them what the upper echelons want to hear instead of the truth. Print articles from writers who live in a dream world of theory.

3. Approve prose that is verbose, trite, monotonous, tedious, or vague.

4. Assume people will read a magazine because it is good for them, or because it has published an occasional useful article. Delude yourself into thinking you have a captive audience.

5. Knuckle under to sensitive contributors and avoid vigorous editing. As a result, approve wordy, obscure articles.

6. Don't get to the point, or don't have one to get to. Don't bother to ask "So what?" about articles.

7. Do sloppy research.

8. Offer information instead of knowledge.

9. Try to be funny but tell stupid jokes. Try to be cute but fail.
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