Editorial:

By Cdr. Alex Miskiewicz,

USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69)

[Written as Ike's crew
prepared to enter the
Adriatic and then the Ara-
bian Gulf on deployment.—
Ed.]

doing your job and

taking careof yourselfis
not enough to accomplish our
mission. We must go the extra
mileand watch out for each
other inthe challenging ship-
board environment. Thismeans
we haveto search for and
eliminate hazardsthat can harm
people.

For alargeportion of the
crew, thisistheir first deploy-
ment, and they do not havethe
experiencethat issecond
natureto otherswho have
been underway before. The
quicker thesefirg-timerslearn
thebasicsrequiredto liveand
work aboard ship, the sooner
we can operate at the higher
operational tempo demanded
during deployment.

Most minor injuries, includ-

ing cutsfrom sharp objects on bulkheads, crushed
fingersindoorsand hatches, and pulled musclesand
broken bonesfrom falling down ladders, are hap-
pening to our junior Sailors. In many cases, these
victims problemsstart with not recognizing what
can happen when they don’t pay attention to the

task at hand.

Takethe case of junior Sailorswho carry too
largeaload and leave no roomfor error. They’re
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Is this Sailor carrying too large
a load? Has he left room for
error?

|etter.

destined for troubleif theship
takesan unexpected roll or a
wet deck greetsthem around
the next corner. What about the
Sallorswho rush through the
next hatch or up the next ladder
without looking? They’ reapt to
find themsa veswondering what
hit them asthey stumbleto
medica.

| would ask all senior
personnel tolook out for these
Sailorswho haven't yet devel-
oped an awareness of their
environment. Let’seliminate
hazards such aslooseladders,
spilledliquids, brokenlights,
and hard-to-open hatches.

L et’salso remember towarn
our junior shipmates about the
need for wearing personal-
protective equi pment. When
you see them working without
therequired gear, stop them
andingst that they get it.

With morethan 5,000
Sailorsand 2,500 spaces
aboard I ke, it'sdifficult for the
90-member Safety Department

and division safety petty officerstofind al shipboard
hazards. Everyone hasto report hazardsand
enforcetherules. If weall getinvolved, we' Il have
5,000 guardian angels’ looking out for our well-
being. Bealert for problems, and thefavor will be
returned many timesove. .

Cdr. Miskiewicz is the safety officer aboard
Ike. His article first appeared in the ship’s news-



