A HMMWYV iIin the

By GySgt. Brian McGeorge

hen Marinesthink of the HMMWYV, they think

of arugged, 4-wheel-drive vehiclewith grest
stability, traction, reliability, and power. When you add
a.50 cal. or TOW, it becomes a deadly weapons
platform. Intheright hands, the vehicleisacombat
multiplier. Inthewrong hands...well, here'san ex-
ample.

Whileassigned to theareaguard force asthe
corporal of theguard, aMarinewasresponsiblefor
posting and relieving sentries. He often did so, using the
guard force sHMMWYV sincethe postswerefar apart.
Onthisoccasion, hedecided to drivethevehicle
himsdif.

The corporal |eft the guard shack and went to one
of the postswith two sentry reliefs. As soon asthey got
ontheroad, thedriver began speeding. When they
reached anintersection and tried to turn left, the vehicle
skidded around the corner.

After the corporal posted and relieved two of the
sentries, hereturned with two off-going sentries. The
corporal didn’t waste any time and began speeding
again. They weretraveling on adirt road at 50 mph
when the corporal began rounding aleft curve. The
right tiresslid onto theright shoul der of theroad,
rotating the vehicle 45 degrees counterclockwise. He
wrestled the vehicle back onto the road but then went
off theleft shoulder. Again, he got the vehicle back onto
theroad, only to flip one-and-a-half times, gjecting all
theMarines. Thevehiclecametorest onitsroof in a
ditch.

Immediately after thewr.
guard ran back to one of th
sergeant of the guard who dial ed 9

v/ Thecorporal of the guard wasn
licensed to operatethe HMMWV,
to operateit.
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v The duty driver, aPFC, was assigned as the
driver of the HMMWYV and knew the corporal had
taken the vehiclethat night but didn’t do or say any-
thing. Infact, the PFC verified that the corpora had
takenthe HMMWYV four other times.

v/ None of the Marines were wearing their seat
belts.

v/ Whilethe corporal shouldn’t have driven the
HMMWV inthefirst place, he exceeded the posted
speed limitsand operated the vehiclerecklessly.

Over theyears, many people have speculated on
what might bethe primary contributing factor to
HMMWV rollovers. Isit thetires? Isthereadesign
flaw? Blaming the equipment isalways easy but, most
often, isnot the cause. Aswereview every HMMWV
roIIover mishap s nce 1994 weflnd that thedri
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