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Safer and Retter

By AN Timothy Hill 7

y squadron just learned about a misha
that occurred when an intake cover w
ingested into the intake of an E-2C.
Although poor judgment and careless-
ness caused this mishap, the Bluetail family began to 4
think of ways to prevent such a mishap from occurring o
to our Hawkeyes. ﬂ

During the day, the intake covers are hard to miss.
The bright red covers stand out. At night, however,
yellow lights flood the flight deck, and colors tend to
run together, making it difficult to see the differenc

between a plugged or open intake. .
To remedy this situation, we applied red reflective
tape over the entire front of the cover, being careful
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not to cover the handle or IMRL tag. We then added |

four white strips of reflective tape in several places:

one-half-inch wide in its center and around the handle, dified product doesn’t reduce the need for training,
forming a square. This pattern varies the color and i doc:lmake the process safer and will help to reduce
increases the cover’s visibility; it now is easy to tell the ciance of a mishap. After all, we are charged with

finding ways to lower our mishap rates. This idea

when it is installed in an intake.
b The reflective tape is cheap and doesn’t compare

with the cost of a Class C or worse mishap. It took us

only one hour on a no-fly day, compared to a two-.or

three-day job to repair or replace an engine.

During the day, the visibility also is good be because
the sun glistens off the reflective tape. At night, the
i around the island provide e
1nsta C

The taped cover does
aircrew of their responsibility to do
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TnTo?lZﬂZ’utlon to aircraft or support equlpment must

might help. ““}'

Airman Hill works in the line division at VAW-121.
Great idea! I do have questions about the FOD
hazard from chipped or peeled t

% andl also know
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