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Knocked Out While Installing a Ceiling Fan
By STG1 James,

USS Porter (DDG-78)

To install a ceiling fan in his bathroom at home, a PO1 first had to install a retaining bracket. He installed the bracket, then checked the wiring with a millimeter, loaded all the necessary tools onto the ladder for installing the fan (including a hammer), and climbed up to start work.
The PO1 installed the retaining ring for the fan, pulled the wires through, and used twist connectors to start hooking to the preinstalled wires in the fan. In the process, he dropped some of the connectors, so he climbed down to pick them up. While on the floor, he accidentally bumped the ladder, causing the hammer to fall and hit him on the head.

The PO1 awoke two hours later to the sound of a phone ringing. Not knowing what had happened at this point, he just sat on the floor for a spell. He checked for blood but didn't find any, so he got up and went to the kitchen for an ice pack to put on his head. He then took some painkillers for the headache he had and sat still for a couple more hours.

The next day, the PO1 went to see the ship's doctor; he wanted to get some heavy-duty painkillers for the headache that still hadn't gone away. He told the doctor what had happened, and the doctor ordered him to have a CAT scan at a local naval hospital. The CAT scan and other tests showed the PO1 had a severe concussion. The ship's doctor placed him on 10 days of light duty.
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