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Subject:  Guidance Document, Fall Protection for Aircraft Maintenance and Inspection Work
1. Executive Issues:
· The Operational Safety Support Committee (OSSC) requested that the Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) Working Group (WG) submit an Executive Summary (EXSUM) on posting of the guidance document titled “Fall Protection for Aircraft Maintenance and Inspection Work” on the Naval Safety Center (NSC) website.
· Falls from aircraft surfaces are potential sources for injuries and fatalities.
· Department of Navy (DoN) policies are in place to protect military and civilian personnel from fall hazards at workplaces. 
· This guidance document will provide the necessary tools and intervention strategies to minimize fall mishaps and to protect personnel conducting aircraft maintenance and inspection work.  

2. Background:

· The Navy Safety and Occupational Health Program Manual requires that all Navy Ashore Commands protect their personnel from recognized hazards including fall hazards.  Navy activities are responsible for establishing and implementing a fall protection program, which includes identification, elimination and control of fall hazards by providing prevention, control measures and training of all personnel exposed to fall hazards when working at heights.
· The existing Navy Technical Manuals and instructions (NATOPS) addressing aircraft maintenance and inspection work require the use of craniels as the only fall protection control measure for protecting military and civilian personnel while working on aircraft surfaces. 
· The use of craniels is a control method that does protect or prevent personnel from falling to lower level while working on aircraft surfaces, but merely an intervention strategy that might protect the head of the person during a fall but not the rest of the body. 
3. Discussion:  
· According to 29 CFR 1960, aircraft maintenance work performed inside or outside hangars is comparable to the work performed in the commercial industry, and would not qualify the work for consideration as “Unique Military Equipment, Operations and Systems”.  Accordingly, aircraft maintenance and inspection work falls under the general industry standard which requires fall protection for personnel working at heights. 
· This guidance document does not require the use of a specific fall protection method or solution.  The document only provides information regarding the applicable fall protection regulations and standards, various fall protection equipment and systems, application of ORM, various fall hazard prevention and control measures, and training requirements in accordance with OPNAVINST 5100.23G. 
· Posting of this document on the NSC website will enable all commands providing aircraft maintenance and inspection work to find out, aside from craniels, what alternatives and solutions can be implemented and used to protect personnel from fall from heights. 
4. Recommendations: 
· By 15 March 2008, the OSH WG endorses this document forward to the OSSC. 

· By 31 March 2008, the OSSC requests, in writing, that the NSC post the guidance document titled “Fall Protection for Aircraft Maintenance and Inspection Work” on the NSC website.
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