January 1997

Lt. Ken Durbin, “I Love The Smell Of Burning Carbage In The Early Morning”

Close to a fueled helo is not the best place for a smoking area.

Lt. David A. Goodman, “Go Down! Go Down!”

ACT and trust saves this Prowler crew from a midair.

Lt. Phil Hans, “Mud Daubers Like Florida, Too!”

Industrious insects set up a housing development on an FA-18 line.

Lt. Dan Rader, “Meanwhile, Back In The Tube…”

Two-part account of a crew’s drastic hypoxia episode.

Lt. Dave Lineback, “All Pilots Love Acronyms, Pal!”

I tried to focus on the instrument panel, and after only a couple of breath, I was gasping for air.…

Lt. Kristofer L. Zimmerman, “Keep Your Visor Down”

A birdstrike reinforces this basic rule.

Lt. Michael E. Boyle, “The Bash at Brindisi”

An F-14 and FA-18 collide and try to recover at a foreign airfield.

Lt. Lawrence k. Zelvin, “How’s the Weather?”

Bad weather tests crew coordination in an SH-60. 

Lt. T.N. Pham, “When Not To Give The Skipper Extra Training”

ACM with the CO does not relieve a JO of his responsibilities to ensure a safe hop. 

LCdr. James Settele, “The Moles Earn Their Keep”

E-2 NFOs are definitely part of the Hawkeye crew besides their roles in the AEW mission.

Lt. Don Cioffi, “We’re On Fire!”

Fire in the S-3 cockpit tests crew coordination.

AEC Don Magee, “Flapping in the Breeze”

An observer alerts his crew to a damaged panel on their P-3’s stabilizer.

LCdr. Nelson Hendricks, “Bingo Over Bosnia”

A Prowler crew nearly runs out of gas during a Deny Flight mission.

Bud Baer, “Harrier At 1,600 Feet Deep”

Retrieving an AV-8B contributes to post-mishap knowledge.

Cdr. Tim Cepak, “We Lost Two Planes A Day”

How do safety numbers from 1955 compare with those today?

Capt. Walter W. Audsley, “Sir, We Have a fire Back Here!”

When a CH-46 ditches, many Marines survive through discipline and training.

LCdr. John Fristachi, “How To Keep Your Hair Looking Great”

Training rules only work if you follow them.

Ltjg. Jeff Locke, “Everyone Stop Talking! I’m Trying To Bring Back the CO’s Plane!”

A new plane commander tunes out most of the noise on the radio.

Lt. Jim Betty, “Lesson Learned”

It’s a Jungle out There 

Lt. James Veccia, “Let’s Get the Captain’s Opinion on This One”

The problem of operational necessity rears its head for this helo crew – and the ship’s XO is not pleased.

LtCol. R.E. Joslin, “Bad Vibes”

How can vibrations contribute to helo mishaps?

Lt. Tim Pettek, “Tale of an Unbalanced Pilot”

Lack of fuel complicates a real SAR mission.

Sgt. W.T. Mckelvey, “Bravo Zulu HMH-363”

Capt. S.T. Wernecke, “Bravo Zulu HMH-363”

Lt. Ray Hernandez, “Bravo Zulu VAW-125”                              

Lt. Kris Perry, “Bravo Zulu VAW-125”
LCdr. Don Collins, “Bravo Zulu VAW-125”
AME1 Ronald Grandas, “Bravo Zulu VP-5”
LCdr. Charles Sitarski, “Bravo Zulu VP-5”

None, “Air Wing Centerspread Pullout”

Pop-Ups:

· Bird on the Move

· Melatonin Doesn’t Fly

· Stand-Down, Stand-Up or Step-Back

· Shallow-Drive Bombs Fall Short

· Shear-Pin Glitch

· New NAVSAFECEN Reserve Unit

Ens. Mike Lange “Bravo Zulu VT-6”

Lt. Carl Wilson, “Bravo Zulu VT-6”

Lt. Nadim Abu-Haidar, “Bravo Zulu VFA-25”

Capt. Joseph Woodward, “Bravo Zulu HMLA-369”

March 1997

Cdr. William F. Warlick, “Hercules Fuel Split”

Engine flames out because of a faulty fuel gauge.

Lt. Jerry Stokes, “Crew-Comm Confusion”

Comm jam interferes with the crew’s trouble-shooting a potential fire.

Air Wing Centerspread Pullout and Pop-Ups:

· Homepage

· Better BBS

· Prowlers Ingest HAZMAT

· Engine Issues

· New Night Kneeboards

· Careless controller

· Afterburner Ban Below 10,000 feet

LCdr. Joe Rzeszotko, “Make A Copy For Your Knee Board”

METAR format

Lt. Amy Joe Brooks, “E-2 Dome, Five Feet and Closing”

Flying form takes practice – lots of it.

Cdr. T.W. Trotter, “Pens In The Cockpit”

Dealing with a common cockpit-FOD problem.

Lt. J.C. Giglio, “Three Hackers and a Wedding”

Poor crew coordination lets these guys launch with bad radios. They go NORDO and run into icing conditions.

LCdr. Jeffrey Mckenzie, “Doing Something Stupid”

IP creates his own emergency.

SSgt. Michael O. Knipple, “Bravo Zulu MAG-46, DET A” 

Maj. Russell E. Hayes, “Bravo Zulu MAG-46 DET A”
SSgt. Daniel Brochu, “Bravo Zulu MAWTS-1”

Maj. John Torres, “Bravo Zulu MAWTS-1”

Ltjg. Paul Crump, “Bravo Zulu VAW-120”

Lt. Ken Caraveo, “Bravo Zulu VAW-120”

Maj. Joseph Heins, “Bravo Zulu, Naval Strike Aircraft Test Squadron

LCdr. Paul Grosklags, “A Real Player”

IP lets his student stall the aircraft at 300 feet.

Cdr. Thomas J. Arminio, “Go See The Skipper…Bring Your Cryin’ Towel”

Missing an inlet-cover plug during preflight causes a mission abort and a visit with the CO.

Capt. T.E. Desalvo, “I Really Need This X”

NVG flight nearly overwhelms this pilot.

Capt. Robert J. Charette, “One Good Motor”

After losing an engine, this pilot rushes his emergency recovery.

 Lt. James P. Nichols, “Tell Paddles”

Controllability problems lead to ugly trap.

LCdr. Jan Myers, “Lesson Learned”

Let’s Quit Playing Dominos

Lt. Eric S. Hall, “Act Now, Talk Later”

Catastrophic engine failure in a full C-12.

LtCol. R.E. Joslin, “Microbursts And Windshear For Helo Pilots”

No just a fixed-wing problem.

LCdr. Scott Shappell, “Beware, The Sleep Monster Cometh”

Night flying has special sleep requirements. 

LCdr. Tim Krukowski, “Skipper, The Bad News Is: There’s Been a Mishap. The Good News Is: I Wasn’t in It!”

After a flight-demonstrator crashes, this Hornet JO know what to do: cancel his show.

Peter Mersky, “Just Say No!”

JOs should be able to decide if the plane’s ready.

Charles D. Lovell, “Aircraft Vs. Birds – How To Win The War”

USAF’s new model for bird-strike data.

Lt. A.J. Ager, “Christmas With the Coast Guard, Or All I Want Is a Green Deck”

SH-60 crew makes an emergency landing on board a USCG cutter.

LCdr. Bradley N. Mason, “The Technicolor Yawn”

The fast food tasted better going down than on the return trip.

LCdr. Paul Hennes, “This May Be Your Only Chance for Command At Sea. Don’t Screw it Up!”
Two ejections are enough!

Lt. Charles Frizelle, “Takeoff Clearance Canceled! Vehicle on the Runway!”

P-3 nearly hits a van on takeoff.

Lt. Jim Rogers, “Hot Seat, No Power”

This HAC violates NATOPS. Result: flameout.

May 1997

Lt. Brian Gebo, “A Full Canopy Press”

IP goes through the canopy when he tries to raise his seat using G’s.
LCdr. John Hilterman, “It’s Not the Volts That Kill You”

A Hornet’s canopy can zap you.

Lt. Nick Armstrong, “Impressing the Grownups”

A wrong turn sends the S-3 into the weeds.
Lt. Jake Ryan, “Eight Thousand Pounds of Soggy Fish Food”

This crew didn’t have two of the three basic requirements for night VERTREP.

LCdr. Ken Skaggs, “One Way For A-4s, Another Way For You Civilians”

Peter Mersky, “And Now, For The Rest Of The Story”

Flying into uncontrolled fields requires vigilance and understanding – a two-part assessment of this occasional problem.

Air Wing Centerspread Pullout and Pop-Ups:

· Ejection Objection

· “Greenshirt” on Internet

· ORM Article in Proceedings

· Tanksalot

· New Bird-Strike Weapon

· Lt. Eric J. Svenson, “Feeling Great In Japan”

· Strange fumes nearly overcomes this E-2 crew.

Lt. Rich Byrnes, “The Fresh Pilot and the Salty Rio”

Hydraulics “pressure” this Tomcat crew.

Lt. G.S. Whitehead, “All in a Night’s Work”

An H-3 crew presses on despite the warnings.

Lt. Christopher Straw, “In Yer Face!”

The crowd ignores this SH-60B pilot’s warning.

Capt. Peter D. Ponte, “Bravo Zulu VMFA-122”

Lt. Ken Skaggs, “Editorial”

Editorial How Do You Say Goodbye?

Lt. Al Macgregor, “Herk Vs. the Volcano”

This C-130 crew skims a local volcano.

Cdr. Richard J. Hackman, “Attitude Illusions”

Illusions on approach lead to landing errors.

Ltjg. Kristen Kopancinski, “Don’t Sleep Naked”

You never know when you may have to leave your room quickly.

Capt. Jeff Jaques, “Lesson Learned”

Let There Be Lights

AMH1 Dan Sanderson, “Bravo Zulu VC-8”

Lt. Creighton Holt, “Bravo Zulu VC-8”

Capt. Michael J. Finley, “Bravo Zulu HMT-303”

AW2 Michael Irion, “Bravo Zulu HSL-37”

LCdr. Mark Turner, “Bravo Zulu HSL-37”

July 1997

LtCol. R.E. Joslin, “Moments From Disaster, Revisited”
Close-to-the-ground helicopter mishaps that involve excessive AOB.

LCdr. Chris Drennen, “My Third Engine Failure”

This H-3 crew ditches, and their helo rolls over.

Lt. Stephen Manning, “S-3 On Fire!”

The hangar queen still has problems.

LCdr. Patrick J. FitzGerald, “I’m Not Paying Extra for the Smoked Squab, Garcon!”

A bird is caught in this SH-60’s engine! Is dinner served?

LCdr. Dave Seagle, “Lesson Learned”

Better To Be Wet Than Crippled

Air Wing Centerspread Pullout and Pop-Ups:

· IFOLS Improves Your Approach

· Suits Coming Apart at the Seams

· Almost a Photo Finish

· New Flight-planning Software

· When Will GPS Be in Your Cockpit?

· Foreign Tower, Foreign Language?

Peter Mersky, “GLOC: It’s Still There!”

A number of recent mishaps indicate we need a refresher.

Capt. T.R. Parker, “Bravo Zulu HMM-166 (REIN)”

Capt. S.J. Coakley, “Bravo Zulu HMM-166 (REIN)”

AMS1 C. Murphy, “Bravo Zulu HC-4”

Lt. Joe Gadwill, “Prowler With An Attitude”

Runaway trim forces this Prowler crew to divert.

ADAN Cole, “Bravo Zulu HC-4”

Lt. James M. Turecek, “A Nugget’s Joust With a 135”

A new guy’s first experience with the dreaded KC-135.

AD2 A. Guerrero, “Bravo Zulu HC-4”

AE2 R. Schlicht, “Bravo Zulu HC-4”

AE2 K. Reiff, “Bravo Zulu HC-4”

Lt. R.B. Moss, “Bravo Zulu HC-4”

Lt. D.P. Carter, “Bravo Zulu VF-143”

LCdr. K.R. Christensen, “Bravo Zulu VAQ-129”

Capt. T.E. Parent, “Bravo Zulu VAQ-129”

Lt. Tom Bush, “Flying With a Senior Aviator: ACT Breakdown”

A junior pilot doesn’t want to tell his more experienced copilot that he isn’t happy with the situation.

Lt. Carl W. Deputy, “We’ll Meet You on The Other Side”

“Solid dark IMC” and a down AFCS computer make this HAC glad he had practices.

Lt. B.L. Whitaker, “One Hundred Miles Is Too Far”

This crew decides to return after their helo starts vibrating.

Lt. Jim Rossi, “Rolling Toward the Trees”

Just before touchdown, this T-2 crew has to contend with their jet rolling past 60 degrees AOB.

September 1997

Charles D. Lovell, “Where The Birds Are”

Air Wing Centerspread Pullout and Pop-Ups:

· Bird $trikes and Deer $trike

· Check for Birds Under BASH on the BBS

· Five-Year, $500 Million Safety Program

· X-Large Helmet Headaches

· Send Us Your ORM Success Stories

· 1996 Grampaw Pettibone Award

· New Firefighting Vehicles

· Polar Turnover

Lessons Learned on CALL

Capt. Jeff Jaques, “Lesson Learned”

Beware of That Seat-of-the-Pants Feelings

Lt. Rodney Ivarsen, “I Wonder if That Jet Is Turning”

A new NFO receives “a hand” from a yellowshirt.

Lt. Don Breen, “The Final Intruder Barricade”

An unsafe nosegear indication leads to the last A-6 engagement.

LCdr. Albert L. St. Clair, “Decompression at 37,000 Feet”

An FCF turns into an exercise in avoiding the bends.

Lt. Doug Blackburn, “The Value of a Sharp Sailor and Det Chief”
An alert whitehat and his chief help avert disaster.

Lt. Mark Turner, “The Anatomy of a Black-Hole Approach to a Frigate Deck”

Knowing the visual illusions might help during this tricky situation.

Lt. Ed Schmitt, “Our Flat-Spin Adventure”

During ACM, this F-14 crew enters one of the Tomcat’s most common, yet dangerous, situations.

LCdr. John Williams, “Waiting for the Cable”

The cable snaps, and this safety officer has to think quickly to avoid certain injury or death.

Lt. Robert Weissenfels, “Bravo Zulu HC-6”

1st Lt. Gary Allison, “Bravo Zulu HMT-303”

Lt. Bruce E. Oistad, “BCO Saves the Day”

An observant civilian saves this P-3 crew.

LCdr. Mark Enderson, “Now I Understand”

Editorial

AE2 Thomas Wells, “Bravo Zulu HC-6”

Cdr. Andre Coltrin, “Fire on the O-Boat”

Thirty years later, this tragic event still has meaning for today’s carrier crews.

Lt. Bert Freytes, “Doing the Travis Sidestep”

Even the crews of the Navy’s largest aircraft need to consider wake turbulence.

LtCol. J.A. Hansen, “Winnie the Phrog and the Blustery Night”

All these years, the HAC thought his copilot had agreed with his actions.

Lt. Phil Farmer, “Bravo Zulu VAW-117”

Lt. Jetty Rushing, “Bravo Zulu VAW-117”

Ltjg. Mark Kelso, “Bravo Zulu VAW-117”

Maj. Lamont Rhondeau, “Bravo Zulu VT-19”

November 1997

Lt. N.S. Atkins, “My F-14’s Impression of an Unmanned Fire Hose”

After violent oscillations, this Tomcat crew punches out.

Capt. K.A. Glerum, “Hornet Tank-Four Transfer Failure”

An unusual problem occurs twice in two weeks.

CWO3 James M. Amerine, “Is This How the Astronauts Do It?”

The pilot’s unbriefed air show gives weightless training to this H-3’s unsecured aircrewman.

Lt. William P. Kronen, “I Shouldn’t Be Flying”

A friend’s ramp strike affects this pilot’s readiness.

Lt. Jeff Vanlobensels, “Hornets, Harriers and Other Animals”

A section of Hornets has a NMAC with a section of Harriers.

LCdr. Kelly Johnson, “CADs Across the Ocean”

Incomplete mission planning results in an “explosive” situation during a training mission.

Lt. R.W. Peck, “Lights, Camera, Action”

A rush to launch nearly costs this crew its star status.

Lt. Chris Rollins, “Are You Crazy? You Should Be on Deck Now!”

The controller was inviting the pilot to declare an emergency. It could have made thins a lot simpler.

Darren L. Reinhart, “Lessons Learned Backing Up the Pilot”

Cockpit communications were minimal during this H-60’s descent into the ocean on a dark, moonless night.

LCpl. N.J. Ditzler, “Bravo Zulu HMH-465”

AW1 Paul C. Wiese, “Bravo Zulu HSL-94”

Lt. Jason W. Fought, “Bravo Zulu HSL-94”

AW3. Eric Flowers, “Bravo Zulu HSL-94”

AC3. James Karl, “Bravo Zulu NAS Fallon”

AC1 Todd Domini, “Bravo Zulu NAS Fallon”

AC2 Larry Strommen, “Bravo Zulu NAS Fallon”

Cpl. A.J. Erdman, “Bravo Zulu HMH-465”

Capt. P.S. Rollin, “Bravo Zulu HMH-465”

Lt. Diana Peterson, “Protect Our VR Crews”

Why Vr crews can be a suspicious lot.

Lt. Kevin Gallo, “How to Fly VFR in France”

MH-53Es encounter problems after an air show.

Lt. Geoff Hicks, “Smoking My Inflight Exam”

Instead of doing a test in the air, this FRS student should have concentrated on his crew responsibilities, and so should his more senior compatriots.

Lt. Michael Hall, “Rime-Ice Prowler”

This EA-6B was one of several in the wing to have this problem.

Lt. Will Powers, “Dirty Tanking” 

Hornet pilot has problems trying to tank at night.

Lt. Ron Ates, “Dutch Treat”

Mech sees the light with “help” from a crewman.

December 1997

Lt. Steve Yodowitz, “If You’re Confused, They’re Confused”

Confusion and bickering prevents this E-2 crew from doing its mission.

Lt. Billie G. Dunlap, “Inverted Spin in a Tomcat”

ACM hop quickly deteriorates, and this RIO has to decide whether to wait or pull the handle.

Lt. Larry Hushour, “Cracked!”

The copilot’s windscreen starts to fall apart.

Lt. David A. Goodman, “Squeeze Play”

Up and down on a low-level plays havoc with a crewman’s sinuses.

Lt. Derrick J. Busse, “Surviving a High-Speed Ejection”

Two survivors cope with cold water and injuries before rescue.

LCdr. Steve Ruth, “From the SAR Crew’s Perspective”

How the SAR helo’s HAC saw it.

Lt. Scott Lepage, “Snores From the Back of the Bus”

A loose canopy seal sets this F-14 crew up for hypoxia.

Lt. Don Parker, “I’ll Take a Dull Tanker Flight Anytime!”

An A-6 crew has a flight-deck fire, and although they get out OK, one of the deck crew is hurt.

Maj. Peyton DeHart, “A 250-Pound Piece of Spaghetti”

On Maj. DeHart’s list of favorite stories, here’s an account of what not to do with a fire extinguisher.

LCdr. Rich Finnegan, “No, I Don’t Sing That Song Anymore”

At this point in his flying career, the author can step back and view the sometimes-dangerous stages he went through.
LCdr. John G. Spear, “Just Call Me 'Slatzoff'!”

An engine-bay door comes off and damages this A-6’s wing.

LCdr. Ken Ireland, “Night of Confusion”

The weather doesn’t help these two H-2 crews during night DLQs.

Peter Mersky, “Dealing With the Media Frenzy”

While all around us are losing their heads, we need to keep ours.

LCdr. Lynn Twaney, “Lessons Learned When in Doubt, ACT It Out”

Two crewmen eject after pilot inadvertently secures both engines at low altitude. But could they have saved their aircraft?

AW1 Kevin Sheldon, “Bravo Zulu VP-1”

Lt. Chris Puckett, Bravo Zulu VP-1”

Lt. David Royo, “Bravo Zulu VP-1”

AWAN Paul Mudge, “Bravo Zulu VP-1”

AW2 Dave Norman, “Bravo Zulu VP-1”

Lt. Denny Bourbeau, “Bravo Zulu VP-1”

AT3 Brian Prout, “Bravo Zulu VP-1”

AE1 Jeff Houk, “Bravo Zulu VP-1”

Lt. Rob Johnston, “Bravo Zulu VP-1”

Cdr. Robert Winneg, “Bravo Zulu VP-1”

Ltjg. Richard Freeman, “Bravo Zulu VP-1”

AW2 Steve Nelson, “Bravo Zulu VP-1”

Capt. Raymond t. Nolin, “Bravo Zulu HMT-303”

Cpl. Kenneth J. Megofna, “Bravo Zulu HMT-303”

Maj. Ken R. Crouse, “Bravo Zulu HMH-303”

Lt. John Cruz, “Bravo Zulu VXE-6”

AD2 Michael Holcomb, “Bravo Zulu VXE-6”

Lt. James Peters, “Bravo Zulu VXE-6”

AEC Donald Woody, “Bravo Zulu VXE-6”

PHAN Jimmy Waugh, “Bravo Zulu VXE-6”

Lt. Susan Merriman, “Bravo Zulu VXE-6”

