January 1999
Lt. Blake Eikenberry, “Fuel-Dump Problems”

Losing fuel, a Seahawk crew has trouble finding a deck to land on.

Ltjg. Rob Michael, “A Screwy Decision”

This young aviator goes flying even though he’s not sure if part of his helmet is loose in the cockpit.

LCdr. Chris Chamberlain, “Ten Near-Midairs in Six Months: There’s Got to Be a Better Way."

How one squadron raises its awareness level.

LCdr. Mark Hinebaugh, “McMurdo’s Winter Vacation Package (Including Their Fabulous Whiteout Landing!)"

The weather was bad and getting worse, but this VXE-6 crew launched.

LtCol. Peyton Dehart, “Two Seconds, Nine Years Apart”

Did the same problem contribute to a similar mishap nine years later?

Lt. Todd Lepper, “I Never Wanted To Be a Boatswain’s Mate”

The new ship wasn’t ready for HIFR operations.

Lt. Brent Johnson, “OJT for Writing an Approach Story”

Five passes and a fire light plague this E-2 crew.

Ltjg. Dick Vitali, “Three Blind Mice”

Crossing the flight calls for caution and communication.

Lt. Matt Testeman, “Groundhog Day In Souda Bay”

An NFO’s account of how his crew got out of their EP-3 after it ran off the runway.

Pop-Ups

· Simulator Physiology: Realistic Training for the Fleet

· Harrier FODed by Deck-Pad Lens

· Water, Water Everywhere and Lots of Drops to Drink

· Do You Know Everything About Your Route of Flight?

Capt. David J. Park, Bravo Zulu, VMFA 212
Ltjg. Russell Maynard, Bravo Zulu, VFA 97
February 1999

LCdr. Mike Barger, “Some Call Me 'Black Cloud'; Others Call Me 'Scoop'”

The fourth time’s the charm, but after this FA-18 aviator is airborne, problems develop.

Lt. Hector L. Rodriguez, “Did He Say I Lost My Nosegear?”

With a folded nosegear, this S-3 crew diverts to another French airfield.

Cdr. Kevin Mattonen, “Watch Out for That Tree-e-e!”

A darkly funny variation of wondering around on a strange airfield.

Lt. Christopher S. Carrol, “Mais la Taxiway, She Is So Petite!”

Taxiing around a strange, French field causes problems for this P-3 crew.

LCdr. Gerald Nunez, “The Co Let Us Handle It”

A Prowler crew returns single-engine to the ship, with heavy vibrations and a rising temperature in the cockpit.

Capt. Ivan Thomas, “Risk Creep”

The weather was bad, the sky was full of helicopters, and the CO makes an ORM decision.

Lt. Garrett V. Krause, “Supersonic “Fly-Bye”

We got the OK, but did we have the gas?

Virginia Rae Mack, “You Want To Be Like Superman?”

You see actor Christopher Reeve on television, receiving awards and ovations, but his private life is nightmarish.

Capt. M.H. Phares, “Below Bingo and IMC At Decision Height”

A Hornet driver’s problems accumulate during his landing sequence.

AirWing Pop-Ups

· Dietary supplements and Herbal Medicines in Holding Pattern

· Tailor Your Mishap Kit for the Site

· Safety Posters Available

· Lessons Learned

· Distraction in the Pattern

Letters
March 1999

Lt. Robert Pritchard, “Not Everyone Survives”

It was a real SAR, but they couldn’t bring the pilot back alive.

Lt. Brad Briller, “Headfirst to Poland”

His injury was worse than he thought, but he went flying anyway.

Lt. John McGrath, “A New Year’s Fiasco”

Weather, poor planning and ATC problems nearly ruin this T-2 crew’s day.

Peter Mersky, “Kill, Kill, Keep, Kill!”

How to get published in Approach.

Lt. Michael Schaeffer, “Uncommanded Roll”

When do you break off an approach and not worry about looking bad?

Lt. John J. Barry III, “The Player’s Club”

They thought they had the best aircraft on det, but this crew nearly had to ditch.

LCdr. Gregg W. Allred, “Sagebrush-ometer Checkride”

Low-level takes on a whole new meaning when the sagebrushes go by.

Lt. Jason Klein, “Thank Goodness for a $2 Battery!”

Check your survival gear thoroughly

LCdr. Dave Clark, “Danger in the Dirt”

Tips from a mishap investigator when working around a crash site.

LCdr. Doug Gallaghter, “All These Down Gripes--I’m Going Flying!”

Fuel-transfer problems cut this flight short.

Lt. Daniel P. Martin, “Running in Paradise”

Use caution and common sense when running on the flight deck.

Lt. Joe Colella, “Meeting the Thunderbirds Eye to Eye”

This T-34C crew makes an unscheduled air-show debut.

Pop-Ups

· Old Sonobuoy Batteries Can Be Dangerous

· Be Wary of a New JP-8 Fuel Additive

· Watch the Little Birdy!

· ORMing Combat Search and Rescue

Capt. John Pitchford, “Lessons Learned: Know Your Local Flying Area"

Cdr. Joe Kupcha, “Bravo Zulu VAW 117”

LCdr. John Sears III, “Bravo Zulu VAW 117”

LCdr. Bill Rossi, “Bravo Zulu VAW 117”

Lt. Brian Smith, “Bravo Zulu VAW 117”

Ltjg. Brad Sparks, “Bravo Zulu VAW 117”

Sgt. Joseph Anderson, “Bravo Zulu HMM 161”

Cpl. Jeramy Echtermach, “Bravo Zulu HMM 161”

1stLt. Ned Biehl, “Bravo Zulu HMM 161”

Capt. Matthew Dutkiewicz, “Bravo Zulu HMM 161”

Lt. Mark Rusnak, “Bravo Zulu VQ 3”

AE1 Robert Meyers, “Bravo Zulu VQ 3”

Ltjg. Tyler Maw, “Bravo Zulu VQ 3”

April 1999
LCdr. Frank Mellotti, “OPNAV 3710 Test 1”

A crossword puzzle.

Lt. Eric Allen, “Mr. Invincible and His Electric Sled”

Getting an accurate forecast might have helped prevent sliding down the runway and blowing a tire.

Lt. Ryan C. Smith, “Simo Run on the Ball”

Without wingtip lighting, the S-3 was invisible to the H-60 crew.

Peter Mersky, “A Million Dollars is Pocket Change”

So, how much are you and your aircraft worth today?

Lt. Roger Allenbaugh, “Crew Test”

This HAC would not go beyond his limits, no matter who was asking.

Maj. Arthur Tomassetti, “I Can Land This Baby, But Where?

This Harrier pilot thought he was lined up perfectly, but he was wrong.

LCdr. Tom Graziano, “But, Sir, the Helicopter Really Crashed!”

And we’ve got the pictures to prove it. 

Lt. William Palemo, “When Things Go Downhill!”

It’s hard enough to land at night, but even harder without deck floodlights.

Lt. Grant Haskin, “Stealth Checklist”

Forgetting to turn the lights on, this crew launches dark in the dark!

Lt. Justin Bates, “A Midair…On the Ground?”

Confusion on the ground nearly results in a collision with a landing aircraft.

Cdr. J.R. Russell, “Here’s One Guy Who Won’t fly With Us Again”

The Prowler crew not only had to fight the weather but their O-6 passenger.

Lt. M. Trent Wolfersberger, “Two Out of Four”

Only two crewmen survive a CH-46 ditching.

Pop-Ups

· Problems with Non-Standard GPS Receivers

· Old Inertial Reels Need Replacement

· Shortening F-14 Holdback Improves Launch-Bar Positioning

LCdr. Bill Sass, “Lessons Learned: Flying Into Icing Conditions and Mountains: A Deadly Combination”

With four pilots, you’d think this crew would have listened to the forecaster’s warning.

May 1999
LCdr. Charles E. Luttrell, “I’ll Learn to Walk After My  Ejection”

After his mishap, this ECMO struggles with major injuries and stress.

Lt. Ben Hewlett, “But We Promised to Do the Checklist!”

Distracted from their preflight checks, this S-3 crew sets themselves up for an embarrassing flight home.

Capt. Mike King, “A Bird Did That?”

A Hercules hits a bird on a low-level.

Ltjg. Dan Hughes, “The Good News Is I Get Two First Flights!”

Even though he didn’t feel right, a budding Hornet aviator couldn’t cancel his first flight. Followed by…

Lt. Charlie Godinez, “Now the Bad News”

The flight surgeon describes Ltjg. Hughes’ problem.

LCdr. Ian Anderson, “CATM-9s in My Window”

An ACM hop nearly ends in a midair between an F-16 and F-14.

Lt. Christopher Rew, “Nearly Tackled on the One-Yard Line”

An engine failure on a night approach makes an interesting finish for this Seahawk crew.

LCdr. Frank Mellotti, “OPNAV 3710 Test 1 Crossword Solution”

Lt. Peter Courtney, “Too Cool for School”

A Tomcat crew thinks they can handle their emergency without telling anyone.

Lt. Erik Franzen, “Tempers Flare While Holding Short”

A senior pilot’s implied threat shook up the tower controller.

 LCdr. John Richmond, “Out of Gas and MY Divert Is Closed”

With weather rapidly closing airfields, divert opportunities were disappearing.

Lt. Antonin Z. Sergelin, “Where’s the Current Flight-Pay Schedule?”

A cheerful “I get paid to do this?” turns into “They can’t pay me enough to do this!” when this help pilot follows his lead into bad weather.

LCdr. Dave Clark, “Lesson Learned He Pushed It Too Far”

An overly aggressive Hornet pilot pays the price.

Pop-Ups

· New Survival Suit for Passengers on COD and VODs

· HUD Damage Prevented

· Off the Shelf and Into the Fleet: An SNA’s Idea Promises Big Dividends in Flight Training.

Letter to the Editor from Capt. John Cryer

June 1999
Anonymous, “Lightning at 41,000 Feet”

An IP and his student try to climb over a buildup with nearly fatal consequences.

Lt. Jason Moser, “Roger, Chocked and Chained. My Seat’s…Safed?”

The thrill of a Tomcat hop and other distractions makes this BN forget to arm his seat.

Lt. Alan Bell, “The Link That Wasn’t”

One link remained that would probably kill the pilot.

LCdr. Brian C. McCawley, “Even a Near-Sighted Rodent Gets One Occasionally”

He was getting a down for sure, but this student NFO  still spoke up and saved his instructor a lot of embarrassment-and himself the down.

Lt. John Long, “Pitchlock at 28,000 Feet”

After trying to restart a loitered engine, this P-3 crew has to deal with a major emergency.

Lt. Phillip Walker, “White Lights, 11 O’Clock Low!”

This Hornet pilot fixates on a light, believing it to be another aircraft coming toward him.

Lt. Fred Severson, “Our Tailwheel Fell Off?”

An H-3 loses its tailwheel, and its crew must decide whether to recover back aboard ship.

Lt. Bill Roark, “Pull, Pull, Pull!”

During a vertrep, an H-46 crew nearly hits the water.

Lt. Brad Davidson, “Zapping a Hummer”

A new CAPC enters the clouds and gets hit by lightning.

LCdr. Chuck Radosta, “Park It!”

During his first fleet CQ, a nugget Prowler pilot bypasses SOP and ends up with a damaged aircraft ashore.

CW4 Bill Tuttle, “The Devil’s in the Details”

A Vietnam war story about crew coordination during a fire fight.

Lt. Jack Van Natta, “Wait! I’m Not Ready-y-y!”

Even though the copilot thought he had taken care not to show anything above the rails, the shooter launched him and his crew.

Lt. Cory Culver, “Lonewolf, 54, Where Are You?”

The trainee controller believed everything was OK, but the Seahawk crew finally realized he was wrong.

Pop-Ups

· Be Alert on GPS Overlay Approaches 

· H-53 Static-Line Parachuting Hazard Solved

LtCol. Tom Meyers, “Lesson Learned: Confirmation Bias”

You can fool yourself into believing what you expect to happen, even when it isn’t happening.

Cdr. Ward Carroll, “Brownshoes in Action”

Capt. Leo M. Jaime, “Bravo Zulu HMM 265 (REIN)”

Capt. Randall L. Russell, “Bravo Zulu HMM 265 (REIN)”

Sgt. Christopher L. Daughtry, “Bravo Zulu HMM 265 (REIN)”

Cpl. J.R. Rose, “Bravo Zulu HMH 466”

LCpl. M.L. Cortez, “Bravo Zulu HMH 466”

Capt. B.D. White, “Bravo Zulu HMH 466”

Maj. D.C. Deamon, “Bravo Zulu HMH 466”

Maj. Loren Barney, “Bravo Zulu HMM 166”

Cpl. Jason Guilmain, “Bravo Zulu HMM 166”

Cpl. Mark Shelgosh, “Bravo Zulu HMM 166”

Capt. Vincent Ciuccoli, “Bravo Zulu HMM 166”

July 1999
LCdr. Patrick Grady, “flares and Falcons”

This Seahawk crew thought they were well prepared for their flight into Korea, but they didn’t figure on encountering an aggressive ROK F-16 pilot.

LCdr. Dave Rymer, “M Is for Minimum”

Anxious to land, this HAC decides to bust minimums.

Cdr. J.D. Alexander, “Me & Weeds Wring It Out”

His new pilot is good, but this veteran BN soon realizes they are falling out of the sky.

Lt. Douglas a. Haag, “OK, Ok, I Swear I’ll Go to Church on Sundays!”

The bad weather should have clued these guys in that maybe launching wasn’t such a good idea. 

Lt. Kerry Hennessey, “Over the Edge but Going Flying”

Before his first night trap, a new Hornet driver falls off the flight deck during preflight…but still goes flying.

Ltjg. Scott Downey, “Does Anyone See the Helo on Approach?”

With a ringside seat, this pilot watches as a helicopter nearly lands on an S-3.

Lt. Carol Prather, “Two Up, Two Down”

During an exercise, this P-3 crew discovers they have only two good engines, and one of them might be on fire.

LCdr. Rick Martier, “10 Hours Behind the Curve”

Traveling half-way around the world to join his new squadron, he thought he was ready to fly. Think again!

Ltjg. Matt Conner, “Compound Sonar Emergencies in the SH-60F”

A bottomed dome creates problems for this crew in the Arabian Gulf.

Lt. Tim Ketter, “Ready to Lead, Sir!”

You never know when you might have to assume the duties of flight lead. Be ready.

Lt. Graig Larson, “The Good News Is We Made the Flyoff. The Bad News Is We’re Losing Fuel”

Having the skipper in the back seat may guarantee you a sure ride off, but it doesn’t mean you’ll get there.

Lt. Kenny Setser, “How Not to Impress the Skipper”

Face time with the CO can be valuable but not during a midair!

Maj. Phillp Welsh, “ORM Corner”

· Obnoxious, Restrictive Measures?

· So, what is the ORM stuff, anyway?

Pop-Ups 

· Strip Lighting for Cobras

· Maintenance Malpractice Videos

· Creating an Eye-Witness to a Mishap

Brownshoes in Action Classic March 1988

August 1999

Capt. Donald Julian, “Land! We’re on Fire!”

Showing the media how we do business was not supposed to include an in-flight fire.

Lt. Robert Wood, “That Was No Bird, That Was My Radome!

The Prowler’s nose implodes in flight.

LCdr. John J. Coffey, “We Nearly Kippered Ourselves in Norway”

Confusion on the approach nearly leads to a truly low approach.

Peter Mersky, “Remembering VAdm. Donald Engen”

Naval Aviation loses one it most dedicated proponents.

Anonymous, “A Word to You Mask Rebels”

Hypoxia at 26,000 feet and nowhere to go but down.

Lt. Jonathan Lewis, “Relax, the Duke’s Got It Wired”

A vertrep mission dissolves into one of survival.

Cdr. Mike Holton, “My Car Didn’t Want Me to Fly”

After working on his ensign mobile, the young aviator goes flying. A painful sinus block develops. Fifteen years later, he repeats the sequence.

Lt. Jeffrey G. Heiges, “Whisperjet Over the Gulf”

A dual engine failure tests this Hornet driver’s knowledge and skill.

LCdr. Karl Thomas, “Mainmount Tires Blaze”

A fire on takeoff, burning tires, and a hearty “Roll the fire trucks!” sets the stage for this Hawkeye crew’s major learning experience.

LCdr. T.W. Johnson, “I Almost Hit My Lead”

A night NMAC is no fun.

LCdr. W. Dave Smith, “Riding in the Rumble Seat”

This Tomcat crew struggles to get home after their canopy fails.

Lt. Larry Young, “Freezing Level Follies”

Ice on a helicopter? The freezing level was forecast to be much higher.

LCdr. Dave Swedensky, “Remember Corregidor”

This Hummer crew goes on a tour, but misidentifies an important island.

Pop-Ups

· NewUutility Hydraulic Pump Delivered to fleet

· New Design for Mk-1

September 1999
LCdr. Michael J. Stahl, “Thirty-Five Hundred Hours of Lessons Learned”

Sixteen years in the cockpit have shown this CO some hairy opportunities to make split-second decisions.

Capt. W.C. Bentley, “Cheers From the Back Row”

You don’t always know you have vertigo, and even your copilot won’t tell you.

LCdr. Ron Fry, “Why I Carry a Hand-Held GPS”

Are commercial GPS units an option?

Lt. Dean Sibley, “Survival at Night”

A Tomcat crew’s ejection experience.

Lt. Carlos Aranda, “OK, I’m Ready To Land Now”

Were we getting the right fuel indications?

Lt. Joseph P. Ireton, “Too Tired to Preflight”

A hot start comes from an incomplete preflight.

Lt. Colin Mclean, “Buckeye Buckaroo at Choctaw”

Pre-CQ FCLPs include an engine failure on takeoff for this SNA.

LCdr. Ed Miller, “What Idiots! or, It Takes One To Know One”

I would never fly into the water…at least that’s what I used to think.

Ltjg. Tim Buller, “Near Midair With a Queen”

Visibility from twins is never the best, which is why everyone needs to be on guard, checking outside, especially in the pattern.

BMC Richard D. Vitez, “Everyone--Watch Me Land Gear Up!”

The waveoff saved this P-3 crew some major embarrasssment.

Lt. Randy Rogers, “I’m Not Ready for My “Dirt Nap!”

The crowded skies nearly provide a midair with an F-16 for this Prowler crew.

Lt. Vikram Sardana, “Wrong-Way Strap-In”

It’s a good thing he didn’t have to eject.

LtCol. Peyton Dehart, “ORM Corner”

Burned-out fuses, brown dust, and…here comes the train! Was it worth it to fly through a major dust storm?

Pop-Ups

· Hearing Loss--A Losing Battle?

· Problems With New E-2 Torso-Harness Remedied

· Autumn BASH

October 1999
Lt. Dave Bartell, “HARMs, Gainfuls and the Little Things That Can Kill You”

On his first combat mission, the author fires a HARM, dodges SAMs, and nearly runs out of gas.

Ltjg. Andy Carnell, “Never Give Up”

An F-14 crew deals with an engine explosion and an AMC hop gone from bad to worse.

Ltjg. Dwight Clemons II “Four People, No Waiting”

After the stroke, the Prowler cockpit goes dark. The new ECMO 1 is glad he has his flashlight!.

Lt. Bill Cushman, “Saving the Day Over the Gulf”

Streaming fuel cuts short this tomcat crew’s bombing hop.

Capt. William Bentley, “ACM in the Landing Pattern?”

An Egyptian helicopter splits these Phrog crews’ interval.

Lt. Derek Fleck, “Coach Was Right”

Problems on the approach and two cases of vertigo quickly affect this Seahawk aviator’s confidence.

Lt. Dan Truckenbrod, “Bad Weather-Just in Time”

This SNA tries to make a sob hop ahead of approaching weather.

Ltjg. Tom Pham, “Rings Are Dangerous!”

One more time! Leave the jewelry in your locker.

Lt. George Michaels, “No-Flap Approach”

A broken flap makes this F-14 hard to steer, paving the way for a lesson in crew coordination.

LCdr. Ron Fry, “Old Guys Need Fuel, Too”

A Pair of Low-fuel experiences from an H-2 guy.

LCdr. Dave Rymer, “But I Thought You Did It!”

An omission on preflight brings this crew back to the ship.

Ltjg. Leonard Hennessy, “Chiefs Always Take Care of JOs”

The alert chief helped this new ECMO avoid injury on the flight deck.

Lt. Julie Randolph, “Guess We’ll Have To Miss Our Tinker Burgers”

After the S-3’s engine does its garbage-disposal impression, the crew works together to get back home.

Ltjg. Brian Baumhover, “Getting My Third Trap the Hard Way”

Facing only his third trap in a Hornet, this new driver doesn’t know his aircraft is on fire.

Lt. David Kennington, “Blacked-out Behind the Boat”

Skirting thunderstorms back to the ship, the Hummer’s cockpit goes dark, and so does the crew’s crew-coordination plan.

Pop-Ups

· Painting Hornet Launch Bars

· Push-Pull GLOC

November 1999

Lt. John Flynn, “Rank in the Cockpit”

Safety of flight knows no seniority.

Lt. David Goodman, “Are You Prepared To Survive?”

Do you know what’s in your survival gear?

Capt. William Bentley, “Don’t Shoot the Blazer!”

An uninvited guest makes a gun-shoot interesting.

Lt. Rick Crecelius, “Our Blown-Tire Hat Trick at Guam”

Although practice makes perfect, this tomcat crew didn’t need to acquire this particular skill.

Cdr. Bill Sizemore, “Hornet, ball…coupled”

Flying a Mode I ACLS approach requires practice, and not when you’re doing it for real.

Ltjg. Mack Martin, “Hero or Goat”

Concentrating on the mission, this Prowler crew nearly forgets about not running out of gas.

LCdr. Steve Clarke, “My Research Flight for an Approach Article”

Vertigo grabs this S-3 pilot on approach to the ship.

Lt. David O’Brien, “Vertigo and the Nugget NFO--A COTAC’s Perspective”

The rightseater’s take on what happened.

Lt. Andy Meshel, “Copilots and Frogs”

Night DLQs and deteriorating conditions put this MH-53E crew in jeopardy.

Lt. J.P. Webb, “Hey, Sir, That Was Really a Crackpot Idea”

The IP wanted to show off a little for his SNA-who wasn’t impressed.

Lt. Neil Brennan, “The Wally World Ride of Doppler Hovers”

During night practice hovers, this Seahawk crew nearly hits the water.

Bob Vallaster, “Just Imagine…It’s Easy If You Can, and a Pretty Messy Landing If You Can’t”

Local conditions dictate local operating parameters.

Pop-Ups

· Always Assume the worst

· COBRA System in final Stages

· Safety Center ORM Page

Lt. Mark Jackson, “ORM Corner: ORM and the KC-10”

They sky gets crowded around the tanker.

Lt. Adam Michaels, Letters about “Riding in the Rumble Seat” and “A Word to You Mask Rebels”

Capt. Scott Suckow, “Bravo Zulu HMLA 169”

Sgt. Bruce Keller, “Bravo Zulu HMLA 169”

Cpl. Cody Carroll, “Bravo Zulu HMLA 169”

Lt. Ray Swanson, “Bravo Zulu VAW 124”

Lt. Bill Reed, “Bravo Zulu VAW 124”

LCdr. Karl Klopp, “Bravo Zulu VAW 124”

LCdr. Kevin Johnson, “Bravo Zulu VAW 124”

LCdr. Dan Knaus, “Bravo Zulu VAW 124”

Lt. Kevin D. Harms, “Bravo Zulu VFA 147”

December 1999

Peter Mersky, “Looking Backward, Looking Forward: A Short Survey of Naval Aviation As We Enter the New Millenium”

Where we have been for the last century.

Cdr. Scott Smith, “I Will Survive My Command Tour!”

The XO and CO tours can be one of the most dangerous times in an aviator’s career.

Lt. Dan Drake, “It Would Have Been Nice To Have Known About This Guy”

A new pilot provides a few surprises during a check flight.

Lt. Jeff Nowak, “How’d They do That? I Nearly found Out”

A Prowler crew loses SA, with nearly disastrous results.

Lt. Phil Kase, “I Can Fly Instruments!”

A few hundred hours under your belt is a dangerous stage for a young aviator.

Lt. Mike Healy, “Bad Idea: Get Vertigo, Good Idea: Turn Off Your HUD”

A nugget’s experience behind the ship at night.

Lt. Steve Firestone, “Icing Over the Desert”

You don’t expect it here, but ice is when you find it.

LCdr. Karl Thomas, “The Night I Nearly Caused a Crunch During a Preflight”

The flight deck is dangerous enough during the day, but at night, it’s worse.

LCdr. John Peters, “Whatever Else Happens, I’m Alive”

What happened after the TA-4J blew Up? Here’s the rest of the story.

Lt. Jonathan Williams, “Our Nearly Backward Rendezvous”

The ECMO thought his pilot was ignoring his warning calls.

Pop-Ups

· Next Generation Radars Providing Real-time Bird Alerts

· SECNAV Visits Naval Safety Center

Cover Captions: Main photo: USS Langley (CV-1) with its small flight deck covered with aircraft, c. 1927.

1. Barging a Sopwith 1 ½  Strutter-a WWI British design that flew with the U.S. Navy in the early 1920’s-to the USS Oklahoma (BB-37).

2. Ancestors of present-day P-3 ASW ops, these flying boats are consolidated P2Y-1s of VP-10, 1935, P2Ys from this squadron made a record-breaking flight from San Francisco to Hawaii in January 1934. Flight time was 24 hours and 43 minutes.

3. An F7U Cutlass launches from USS Hancock in 1956. One of the more drastic designs to see squadron service aboard carriers, the Cutlass saw only a few years of disappointing operations.

4. 1stLt. Alfred Cunningham, marine aviator No 1, stands by a Jenny trainer in 1914.

5. Craning an observation floatplane-perhaps a Vought-aboard USS New York (BB-34), c. 1928.

6. VF-10 ace Ltjg. Don Gordon leaves his Hellcat aboard USS Enterprise, 1944.

7. An odd configuration, the Burgress-Dunne AH-7 was a license-built aircraft originally built by the British-based Dunne factory. It used a 30-degree wing sweep. Scene is Pensacola, 1917.

8. An F9F-2 Panther returns to its carrier off Korea in 1951. The first successful carrier jet fighter, the F9F saw considerable action during the 3-year conflict.

9. A lineup of naval aviators at RNAS Killinghome on the North Sea coast in July 1918. The station was a busy anti-sub base. The photo shows the early aviation-green uniform of the period.

10. A Douglas F4D Skyray from VF-102 leaves USS Forrestal, 1961. The F4D was the only delta-wing design to enter service aboard U.S. carriers, along with the tail-winged Cutlass.

