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       English 101

                Naval Safety Center, 2003


Lesson #11: How to Tell a Rookie Is at the Keyboard
The mistakes of amateur writers are both predictable and amusing. Once you’ve edited enough material written by people who aren’t professional, you come to recognize categories of errors. Often words or phrases unerringly indicate the problems that the writer isn’t able to solve--and the opportunity for editorsto earn their keep.

Examples

Although this topic may seem boring to some…

[Either make it not boring or don't run the item]

Once max power available is achieved, the engines will not produce any more power.

[No fooling; that’s why they call it “max”]

So back to the initial purpose of this article...

[In other words, I have no outline and I have strayed from my point.]

All in all, I'm really no closer to my original desire than when I started this article...

[And you’ve made me read all of this stuff to get to this point? Why was this article published?]

I'm not a writer by anyone's definition.

[Don’t rub it in. It will be obvious soon enough.]

With warm weather many of us will be enjoying nature, either through recreational activities or as part of military field maneuvers. However, you need to think of ways to prevent attacks from ticks, fleas and mosquitos. If you are a human, one means you do not want to use is ...

[If you aren't a human, don't bother reading the rest of this article.]

Now back to the original thought.

[This is an admission that you have run astray; better fix your paragraphs and transitions]

[last paragraph] There are no new concepts here, no deep insights, no new instructions, just plain basics, and rules to live by. Sounds more like common sense than anything else...

[If this is true, kill the article]

The highlight of the day, above and beyond the flying, was lunch. You scoff? How could lunch be a highlight when we were all involved with the latest weapons, tactics and airplanes? Well, lunch was the highlight because of a particular pilot in the squadron. He was the consummate storyteller. For two years, five days a week, he was center stage at lunch. A dedicated crowd was always in the wardroom to hear a different sea story every day. Now these were some of the all-time greats. I mean when he said, "There I was flat on my back and out of airspeed," you were there. Unfortunately for you, I am not the greatest storyteller let alone writer. So as far as the stories go, I have to say. "You had to be there." Besides the stories, there were some things I took away from the lunches that you might benefit from, too. Now you'll just have to trust me that this guy was the pilot's pilot. . . 

[is it possible to discourage the reader any more eloquently?]

Does this sound familiar? I hate to belabor the point, but...

[OK, don't belabor it then]

While multiple emergencies don't occur very frequently, they do, in fact, happen occasionally as evidenced by this particular incident which required immediate action on five separate emergencies in roughly 30 minutes.

["...they do happen. This incident required immediate action...]

[This text appeared on page 2, para. 2 of an article] Now what is this all about? It is about crew coordination...

[If you are two pages into an article and aren’t sure the reader knows what the article is about, we have a problem.]

[The following phrase appears in the 3rd paragraph of an article, after 16 lines of intro, including some cockpit dialogue, various comments ("How many times have you been on a flight and a thought keeps invading your mind, distracting you from your task at hand"), etc.] This, however, is not the main point I wish to get across. Instead I wish to discuss...

[Stick to the main points]

[second paragraph of an article] Read on and I'll share with you some of the last-minute changes that occurred during a recent "dance" on the flight deck and how these events impacted one crew's thought processes. The details of this particular incident are helicopter oriented, but you restricted aviators can get something out of this, too. At least some of the underlying safety themes are universal. You singl- seaters replace the word "we" with "I" and make appropriate grammatical corrections. Without further ado...

[sorry, too much "ado" already]

[para. 3] If you are going to stop reading any further because you aren't interested ... at least finish the next paragraph...

[in the bullets near the end] It goes without saying, but I will say it anyhow...

[This line appeared at the bottom of page 2 of a 2.5-page article]

"What's the point?" you're surely asking yourself by now.

[If this is true, the reader has almost certainly already stopped reading]

Navy units, both afloat and ashore, discard the plastic trays during weapons workups and training and then return unpacked rounds in overpack for downloading at weapons stations, causing a shortage.

[30 words, 3 commas, 3 "and"s, 4 prepositions]

Maybe it was an aircraft wash or just a daily and turnaround inspection? . . . What about fuel streaming from a fuel-tank cap on takeoff because that "O" ring wasn't inspected or the fuel cap wasn't installed correctly.

[What about that question mark, or the lack of a question mark?]

We asked about the pre-operations inspection?  Was it completed before checking out the stand.

[A rare instance of both ways of misusing a question mark, committed consecutively]
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