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       English 101

                Naval Safety Center, 2003


Lesson #18: Lame Conclusions
Amateur writers often don’t know how to end articles. As a result, they either simply repeat what they’ve already said (which is rarely necessary, assuming they made their point clearly the first time), or they tack on a few platitudes (which is never necessary). Conclusions should be striking, memorable, or clever. If you can’t achieve one of these things, just quit when you finish with the regular material and let the reader move on to the next article.

Examples

Make sure the same thing doesn't happen on your ship.

[This is why we publish every article; should be assumed, and not have to be restated constantly]

In this issue, as always, read, heed, and choose wisely to keep safety in the driver's seat.

[Telling the reader to "read and heed" is not going to make him read and heed -- only good writing and interesting stories can do that. the "as always" promises that a cliche is on the way]

Think about it.

[If the reader isn't thinking about it already, he sure isn't going to start now -- he will have turned the page]

Reading the right manual will answer most of your questions and ensure safe completion of every job.

[Everything after "and" is a waste, obvious, trite, and taken for granted.]

FOD is insidious! It can sneak up and grab you when you least expect it.

[Editor deleted this, thank goodness]

There are no new concepts here, no deep insights, no new instructions, just plain basics, and rules to live by. Sounds more like common sense than anything else...

[If true, shouldn’t have published the article to begin with]

Protective equipment was invented for good reasons--to keep people from harm or injury. Too many lessons, unlike this one, were written in blood because protective equipment wasn't being worn or was worn improperly. Don't let yourself become a victim of this latter type.

[The last sentence, at least, is not necessary, but the entire paragraph seems too obvious]


All of us have to learn to expect the unexpected to happen at the least opportune times. Just when things are going so well, there is always that one gripe that will keep everyone going for hours, trying to figure it out. Then, when it's fixed, everyone sighs in relief.


I guess all I'm trying to say is that Aviation itself is not really dangerous, but it can be grossly unforgiving, even in the best of squadrons.

[I don’t want to read articles written by people who conclude by having to guess what they have been saying]

[2nd paragraph] …things happen in tactical aviation that cannot be foreseen… [final paragraph] We anticipated adversity and managed the risks to minimize emergencies.

[could they  foresee it or not?]
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