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sanE-2C navd flight officer, | wassdectedto
A crosdeck toacruiser inour battlegroup during

work-upsoff thecoast of southern California
My assignment wasto gather lessons|earned and act
asaliaison betweentheair wing and theair-warfare
commander. | gathered alot of lessonslearned, but
themostimportant onehadlittletodowithair warfare.

| spent the first few dayswandering around

combat observing and asking questions, such as,
“Hey, why do you guysdoit that way?” and
“What happensif | push thisbutton?’ | had begun
tofeel confident. Littledid | know what lifein
ClCreally entailed.

Onenight around 2100, | wasin combat when
the seasbeganto get rough. | had gonethrough an
entirework-up cycleand acruise, sol could
remember afew timeswhen the carrier had bounced
around abit. However, that experience hadn’t
prepared mefor thesight unfolding before me.

Sailorswere struggling hand-over-hand just to get
to the other side of the space. Coffee cupswere
rolling around on the deck, their contentshaving been
splashed everywhere. Bindersand paperswere
diding from one side of the spaceto the other. | found
thestuationamusing, asl sat safely ensconcedinthe
TAO'schair. My amusement, however, cametoa
screeching halt when | looked up and saw a300-
pound equipment rack diding toward an OS2. It was
about totip over on him.

The OS2 and shipmates noticed the problemin
timeto grab therack beforeit could tip over. They
lashed it to the deck with line, and you can bet the
OS2 kept hiseyeonit for therest of hiswatch.

Asl later thought about thisnear-mishap, |
realized how little attention | had paid to thedangers
of high seasand |ousy westher during work-ups. At
most, | always had thought of the seasasanuisance.
Asthisincident showed, though, they havethe
potential of turning one'sworkplaceinto adeadly
environment. A valuable petty officer wasnearly
crushed to death.

| learned many lessonsabout how surface combat-
antsoperatein anarr-wafareenvironment. These
lessons, however, palein comparisontowheat | learned
about being prepared for anything. Make sureyour
work center, gymand berthing spaceisready for high

Navy photo by PH3 James Collins

By Lt. Armin Heravi,
VAW-116

The Day
| Learned

Life in CIC aboard a cruiser entails more than
Sailors monitoring the movement of contacts
like this operations specialist is doing. As a
naval flight officer learned, there are hazards
involved, especially during heavy seas.

sees. L ook around and secure anything that may become
amisslehazard. It' Il saveyouthetask of cleaningup
later, or moreimportantly, it may evensavealife.
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